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“Thy Kingdom Come” 

 

We've been looking at the various parts and petitions of the Lord's Prayer over the past few 

months, and this month we come to the second petition (i.e., prayer request), which is simply 

three words: “Thy kingdom come.” Those three simple words can be misunderstood, 

however, beginning with the meaning of “kingdom.” 

 

Obviously “Thy kingdom” means “God's kingdom,” but what exactly is this kingdom? Jesus 

talks frequently about the Kingdom of God (or Kingdom of Heaven; the two terms are 

synonymous) in the New Testament (e.g., Luke 8:1; 9:2; 10:9-11; 13:18ff; cf. Matthew 

19:23-25). The book of Acts essentially begins with the subject of the Kingdom of God (Acts 

1:3) and ends the same way (Acts 28:31). The Kingdom of God is God's rule and reign which 

has broken into this world with the coming of the King, Jesus Christ. It has come, but it has 

not come in its fullness yet (that will not happen until Jesus returns on the last day). But it 

does continue to grow and expand as the gospel is spread throughout the world. As J.I. 

Packer states, “The task of the church is to make the invisible kingdom visible through 

faithful Christian living and witness-bearing.” 

 

We are called to pray for this kingdom to come in all its fullness. How do we do that? The 

Westminster Shorter Catechism states that we are to pray “that Satan's kingdom may be 

destroyed; and that the kingdom of grace may be advanced, ourselves and others brought into 

it, and kept in it; and that the kingdom of glory may be hastened.” The Larger Catechism 

adds some depth to that: “In the second petition (which is, Thy kingdom come), 

acknowledging ourselves and all mankind to be by nature under the dominion of sin and 

Satan, we pray, that the kingdom of sin and Satan may be destroyed, the gospel propagated 

throughout the world, the Jews called, the fullness of the Gentiles brought in ...." This 

petition of the Lord’s Prayer has always been of special significance to me. It's something we 

can all pray for daily. If we want to see churches grow and souls to come to faith in Jesus 

Christ, then we need to be praying like this! This is how the Kingdom of God grows. This is 

how the Kingdom of God comes into full bloom. 

 

We pray that God would be at work in this world by His Spirit, and we look forward to the 

last day, when the Lord Jesus Christ shall return. One of the reasons we look forward to this 

is that it will be an end to sin and evil. James Fisher (Ebenezer Erskine's son-in-law) referred 

to this as “an eternal period” to our sinning. We shall be, as the line from William Cowper's 

says, "Saved to sin no more." The unrighteous shall not inherit the Kingdom of God (1 Cor 

6:9), but the Lord Jesus Christ is our righteousness. So we pray that we would be washed 

clean in His precious blood and covered by His perfect righteousness. We pray that we would 

live faithfully as citizens of His Kingdom (Philippians 2:20). And we look forward to, and 

pray for, the eternal reign of our righteous King. Even so, come Lord Jesus (Rev 22:20).  

 

~ Pastor Tim 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

 

SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 
 

2 Joey Sides 

5 Joe Sides 

 Kevin Heath 

 Kristian Ray Donahoo 

6 Nev Trotter 

7 Alec-Thomas Ruffin 

 Hillary Hill-Balen 

 

9 Ashley Curtis 

11 Kinley Donahoo 

12 Chris Gravley 

 Dustin Goulder 

14 Cooper Curtis 

15 Kaitlyn Moore 

17 Austin Starnes 

19 Amber Scott 

22 Amanda Heath 

27 Ina Yarbro 

28 Richard Moore 

 Sarah Smith 

30 Larry Crum  

 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Meredith Cavin – Health Issues  Jack McDivitt – Cancer    

Jerry Molder – Health Issues   Carolyn Murphy – Praise for a good report!  

Verlie Wells III – Health Issues  Ina Yarbro – Health Issues 

Rachel Young – Ankle Replacement  

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

  Robert “Trip” Young III  Catherine L. Young 

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

September 12   Mr. and Mrs. Richard Moore 
September 24   Mr. and Mrs. Robert Young 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for September 

is Richard Moore.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 592-9074. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick and in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS: Our Wednesday night 

groups start back on September 7. Join us for 

supper at 6 p.m., followed by Bible studies at 6:30. 

We have classes for youth and adults. 

 

EVENING WORSHIP: Join us on Sunday 

evenings at 5 p.m. as we continue our series on the 

book of 1 Peter: “Living for Christ in a Fallen 

World.” 

 

FAMILY NIGHT: Family Night for the month of 

August will be on Wednesday, September 28, at 6 

p.m. Bring a covered dish and join us! 

 

FOOD PANTRY: Any donations for the Men’s 

Ministry “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) 

can be placed in the box in the foyer, or they may 

be placed directly in the box located at the end of 

the church parking lot. Thanks to all who have 

helped stock it. 
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