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“The Persecuted Church” 

 

This past week, one of the twins looked over my shoulder while I was looking at a photo on 

the computer. She asked about the photo, and it was not easy to give her a direct answer. The 

photograph captured one of the prison camps (or concentration camps) in China, used to 

house religious groups that the government in that country considers to be enemies of the 

state. While this particular camp is being used to imprison Muslims, the Christian in China 

faces a similar situation, as it is also heavily persecuted. 

 

At first, I responded by telling the twins that this was a photo of a "grown up" subject, but 

then I quickly changed my mind. Here was a teachable moment, and so I told them about 

how Christians are persecuted in China. I contrasted how easily we are able to go to church 

on Sundays with what Christians in other parts of the world face: they might be put in prison, 

or even killed for going to church. 

 

It is a great privilege to be able to attend church in this country, and to do so in relative 

freedom. It is also a great privilege that too many in the American church take for granted. 

The lockdowns of 2020 weren't that long ago, and it seems many have forgotten them. They 

day may very well come in our lifetimes when attending a church service comes at great cost. 

Will we remain faithful when being a Christian isn't quite so easy? 

 

Persecution of the Christian faith is to be expected. We are currently studying the book of 

Revelation on Sunday evenings, and this is a recurring pattern throughout the history of the 

Christian church. The world is hostile to the gospel, but Christians are told to persevere and 

remain faithful, all while being assured that the Lord Jesus Christ watches over His people 

and will bring judgment on the last day. 

 

Jesus told His disciples in the upper room that "if you were of the world, the world would 

love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because 

of this the world hates you " (John 15:19). Paul tells Timothy that " all who desire to live 

godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted" (2 Timothy 3:12). And Paul told the early Christian 

believers that it is "through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God" (Acts 

14:22). Persecution for the Christian faith should not surprise us. 

 

What shall we do in the midst of a world (and a nation) that is so obviously hostile to the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. The basic things would be to remain faithful, in our study of 

Scripture, in our prayers, in our worship. We cannot compromise on these things, or we will 

find ourselves quickly swallowed up by a hostile world. And we must also pray for other 

persecuted believers in the world (more about that later in this newsletter). 

  

May Christian’s continue to remain faithful and persevere as we lives in this world. 

 

Pastor Tim 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

SEPTEMBER  
BIRTHDAYS 

 

2 Joey Sides 

5 Joe Sides 

 Kevin Heath 

 Kristian Ray Donahoo 

6 Nev Trotter 

7 Alec-Thomas Ruffin 

 Hillary Hill-Balen 

9 Ashley Curtis 

11 Kinley Donahoo 

12 Chris Gravley 

 Dustin Goulder 

14 Cooper Curtis 

15 Kaitlyn Moore 

17 Austin Starnes 

19 Amber Scott 

22 Amanda Heath 

27 Ina Yarbro 

28 Richard Moore 

 Sarah Smith 

30 Larry Crum 
 
 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Zoan Landrum –Nursing Home   Kenneth McCain – Health Issues  

Jack McDivitt – Cancer    Jerry Molder – Health Issues  

Barbara Thomason – Health Issues   Ina Yarbro – Health Issues  

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

Debra Hill  Robert “Trip” Young III  

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 
September 12   Mr. and Mrs. Richard Moore 
September 24    Mr. and Mrs. Robert Young 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for September 

is Richard Moore.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 592-9074. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder.  

 

FOOD PANTRY: The Men’s Ministry has placed 

a “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) at the 

end of the church parking lot. Thanks to all who 

have helped stock it (including some in the 

community). Any donations can be placed in the 

box in the foyer. Items with protein (such as canned 

meats, soups, etc.) are especially needed right now. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? The session is considering offering 

an inquirer’s class during the Sunday school hour. 

This will be an informational class (no strings 

attached!). Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

SPECIAL SERVICE: A special Reformation Day 

service with other local ARP churches will be held 

on Sunday evening, October 31, 2021. More details 

will be posted in next month’s newsletter.

 

 

 

 

PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH: A 

helpful guide was recently shared on the ARP 

News website (originally appearing the Ebenezer 

ARP Church, Rock Hill, SC, newsletter). It lists 5 

things we can pray for when we see news of 

Christians persecuted in places like Afghanistan 

and China: 

 

1. Pray that persecuted believers will be filled 

with joy and peace that results in 

overflowing hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. (Romans 15:13) 

2. Thank God for their faithful testimony as it 

inspires Christians around the world to 

boldness and faithfulness. (Romans 1:8–10) 

3. Pray that God will comfort believers who 

are experiencing troubles so the comfort of 

Christ will overflow into the lives of others. 

(2 Corinthians 1:3–7) 

4. Pray that God will strengthen their hearts, 

causing their love for one another and for 

their persecutors to increase and overflow. 

(1 Thessalonians 3:9–13) 

5. Pray that those who are enemies of the 

gospel and persecutors of God’s people will 

experience Christ’s love and be reconciled 

to God. (Romans 5:10) 

 

FAMILY NIGHT: Our next family night will be 

held on Wednesday, September 22, at 6 p.m. The 

meal will be potluck as usual, but dessert will be 

provided by Men’s Ministry: AN ICE CREAM 

SOCIAL!!! Be sure to join us on the 22nd! 

 

 

 

 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for the church 

website, please contact webmaster Chris Gravley at 

674-3851 or e-mail at chris_gravley@bellsouth.net 
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     April 

September 2021 
 


