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“Daily Bread” 

 

In the November newsletter, I usually write an article about giving thanks to God. 

Thanksgiving is just around the corner, and it is certainly an important topic for the Christian 

to contemplate. During the month of November, I will be preaching through Psalm 138, 

which is sometimes referred to as a “Song of Thanksgiving.” Psalm 138 begins, “I will give 

You thanks with all my heart.” Indeed, whole-hearted (rather than half-hearted) thanks to 

God should be a constant activity of the Christian. It should not merely be reserved for the 

fourth Thursday of the month of November. 

 

Since we've been looking at the Lord's Prayer in recent newsletter articles, I didn't want to 

interrupt that series. Thankfully (see what I did there?), this month's petition fits nicely with 

the topic of Thanksgiving. Question 104 of the Westminster Shorter Catechism states, “In the 

fourth petition, which is, ‘Give us this day our daily bread,’ we pray that of God's free gift we 

may receive a competent portion of the good things of this life, and enjoy his blessing with 

them.” The Apostle Paul reminds us that “everything created by God is good, and nothing is 

to be rejected if it is received with gratitude [i.e., thanksgiving]” (1 Timothy 4:4). Why 

should we pray this petition? The Puritan John Flavel reminds us that it is “because the least 

crumb of bread is a free gift, and never can be merited by all we can do or suffer.” 

Everything we receive in this life ultimately comes from the providential hand of God. For 

this reason alone we should be thankful people. 

 

This petition of the Lord's Prayer reminds us that God is not only concerned with us 

spiritually, but physically as well. He has sent His Son Jesus, who is the Bread of Life (John 

6:35), but this does not mean that He does not care if we receive bread in this life. Again, 

every good thing given and every gift is from above (James 1:17), and we should not only be 

thankful for that, but we should also not be afraid to ask God for that. We often do not have 

because we do not ask (James 4:3). And when we receive good things from God (even 

ordinary, daily bread), let us receive them with humility, with contentment, and with 

thanksgiving. What we receive in this world is not because we deserve it, but because God is 

kind and generous toward us. 

 

Thanksgiving is one of the greatest ways we can glorify God. “Rejoice always; pray without 

ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 

Thessalonians 5:16-18). God's will for us in this life is to rejoice always, to pray always, and 

to give thanks always. On the other hand, a lack of thankfulness toward God is indication of 

a sinful, unbelieving heart. “For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God 

or give thanks” (Romans 1:21). We should be “always giving thanks for all things in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God” (Ephesians 5:20). As Thomas Watson (another 

Puritan) writes, “If God gives us all, let His giving excite us to thanksgiving.” 

 

~ Pastor Tim 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

 

NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 
 

4 Kim Crum 

7 Katie Ruffin 

 Randy Goulder 

8 Rylee Griffin 

 Todd Hardy 

10 Emogene Neumon 

11 Alex Alsbrook 

16 Joe Kelly Morgan 

18 Bonnie Griffin 

21 Carolyn Patrick 

 Marvin Trotter 

22 Emma Curtis 

27 Kenneth Boswell  

 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Meredith Cavin – Health Issues  Jack McDivitt – Cancer    

Jerry Molder – Health Issues   Carolyn Murphy – Praise for a good report!  

Verlie Wells III – Health Issues  Wink and Ina Yarbro – Health Issues 

Rachel Young – Praise for progress with ankle replacement ! 

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

  Robert “Trip” Young III  Catherine L. Young 

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Please pray for the Fall 2022 Stated Meeting of Mississippi Valley Presbytery. 

Prayer List 
 

    

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

November 10   Mr. and Mrs. Randy Goulder 
November 16   Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Boswell 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for October is 

Keith Trotter.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 361-7785. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick and in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

PRESBYTERY: There will be a called meeting of 

Mississippi Valley Presbytery on Saturday, 

November 12, at 10:30 a.m. The purpose of this 

called meeting will be to examine Rev. Nick 

Robison and approve his call to the Salem 

Presbyterian Church. Please be in prayer for the 

Salem church and this important meeting of MVP. 

 

FOOD PANTRY: Any donations for the Men’s 

Ministry “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) 

can be placed in the box in the foyer, or they may 

be placed directly in the box located at the end of 

the church parking lot. Thanks to all who have 

helped stock it. 

>>>The pantry has been running low lately. 

Please considering dropping off items in time for 

the upcoming holiday season. <<< 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL SUPPER: The ladies of the church will 

be hosting a special Spaghetti and Stroganoff 

fundraiser meal on Saturday, November 12, from 5 

p.m. to 7 p.m. 

 

TURKEY COOK: Brighton Men’s Ministry is 

planning another turkey cook for this Thanksgiving. 

Turkeys will be cooked on Wednesday, November 

23, and should be ready for pickup between 4 and 5 

p.m. (Prices yet TBD – contact Richard Moore at 

592-9074 for more information)  

 

YOUTH RETREAT: Mississippi Valley 

Presbytery is hosting a overnight retreat on Friday 

and Saturday, November 18-19. This will be held at 

Camp Conquest in Millington, costs $60 (for first 

family member, rest pay ½), and will include a 

service project. If you have any questions, contact 

Kent Moorlach (kmoorlach@gmail.com, 714-345-

0952). Registration is limited. 

 

FAMILY NIGHT: Family Night for the month of 

November will be on Wednesday, November 30, at 

6 p.m. Bring a covered dish and join us! 

 

THANK YOU: The pastor wishes to thank 

everyone for the thoughtful and generous gift he 

received during Pastor Appreciation Month. Your 

kindness and encouragement are greatly 

appreciated!!! 
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