
The Brighton Light 
BRIGHTON ARP CHURCH 

81 Church St., Brighton, Tennessee 38011 
Website: www.brightonarp.org  

E-mail: baarp@att.net 

Volume LIV          May 2022        Number 5 
 

“D.V.” 

 

I think I may have caused a minor stir a week ago when I included the letters "D.V." in one 

of the bulletin announcements. The announcement was about Family Night, and my concern 

was that while we were hoping to have Family Night, we had been forced to cancel the past 

couple of months because of bad weather. As such, we were planning to have Family Night, 

we were hoping to have Family Night, but we also understood that Family Night still might 

not have happened (thankfully, it did!). Thus, I wrote “D.V.” as part of the announcement. 

 

“D.V.” is the abbreviation for the Latin phrase Deo volente, which simply means "God 

willing." The idea behind the phrase may be found in James 4:13-16: 

 

Come now, you who say, 'Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and 

spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.' Yet you do not know 

what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little 

while and then vanishes away. Instead, you ought to say, 'If the Lord wills, we will 

live and also do this or that.' But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such 

boasting is evil. 

 

My oldest daughter is currently on her last chapter in 7th grade mathematics for the school 

year. This week she did a section on inductive and deductive reasoning. Induction allows us 

to make predictions about the future (for example, the sun will probably rise tomorrow since 

it has always done so in the past, but past history is no guarantee that it will do so in the 

future). Inductive reasoning, however, can also lead to very wrong conclusions. The TV 

weatherman uses induction to predict the weather forecast, but sometimes he's just incorrect. 

 

We should not live our lives as if we are the ones completely in control of the future, 

boasting about what we will and won't do. It is foolish and sinful to live our lives as if they 

are not under the care and oversight of God. Instead, we should live our lives in recognition 

of God's providence. Question 11 of the Westminster Shorter Catechism defines providence 

in this way: "God's works of providence are his most holy, wise and powerful preserving and 

governing all his creatures, and all their actions." We are told that "the lot is cast into the lap, 

but its every decision is from the Lord" (Proverbs 16:33). God "works all things after the 

counsel of His will" (Ephesians 1:11). God is the One in charge, not us. 

 

This should actually be a comfort to Christians. Events are not random, and they are not 

without purpose. As J.I. Packer observes, "The doctrine of providence teaches Christians that 

they are never in the grip of blind forces (fortune, chance, luck, fate); all that happens to them 

is divinely planned, and each event comes as a new summons to trust, obey, and rejoice, 

knowing that all is for one's spiritual and eternal good (Rom. 8:28)." If, as Romans 8:28 says, 

all things do indeed work together for our good, then we will trust in the One who causes 

them to work together for our good. If the words of the 23rd Psalm are true, then we will trust 



the shepherd-like care of God in all circumstances we face in life, regardless of what they 

are. And we will do so, as Christians, D.V. 

 

~ Pastor Tim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

MAY  BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Paul Brubaker 

2 Glenn Goulder 

3 Meredith Cavin 

8 Jennifer Templeton 

15 John W. Yarbro 

 Phil Trotter 

16 Zoe Angeline Hoots 

20 Slade Templeton 

 Cole Bradley Templeton 

22 Joel Palmer 

 Shasta Smith 

27 Alison Gray 

 David Templeton, II 

 Delaine Trotter 

28 Robin Rowell  

30 Peter Simonton 

31 Charlie Cannon 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Meredith Cavin – Health Issues 

Jack McDivitt – Cancer   Jerry Molder – Health Issues   

Carolyn Murphy – Health Concerns  Ina Yarbro – Health Issues  

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

  Robert “Trip” Young III  

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
 
May 16 Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Williams 
May 18    Mr. and Mrs. Andy Alsbrook 
May 29    Mr. and Mrs. Mark Smith 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for May is 

Keith Trotter.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 361-7785. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder. 

 

FOOD PANTRY: Any donations for the Men’s 

Ministry “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) 

can be placed in the box in the foyer, or they may 

be placed directly in the box located at the end of 

the church parking lot. Thanks to all who have 

helped stock it. Needed: canned meats/protein 

 

LORD’S SUPPER: We will be celebrating the 

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on May 29 during 

the morning worship service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENT: The Men’s Ministry will be 

sponsoring a fish fry on Saturday, May 14, 

beginning at 5 p.m. The gospel music group 

Crossing Jordan will also be performing. There is 

no charge for the event, but donations are 

appreciated and will be used to support the work of 

the Men’s Ministry. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT: Join us on Wednesday 

nights at 6 p.m. for Supper at Six and at 6:30 p.m. 

for Bible study. Our last week before the summer 

break will be May 25 (Family Night) 

 

SPECIAL OFFERING: Thanks to all who gave 

for Synod’s Easter Offering. A total of $361 was 

collected. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? The session is considering offering 

an inquirer’s class during the Sunday school hour. 

This will be an informational class (no strings 

attached!). Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 
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