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“Every Moment Counts” 

 

What a difference a year makes! Last May, we were just ending the so-called “15 days to 

flatten the curve,” which was really more like 40 days. We went six weeks without meeting 

for worship on the Lord’s Day. There was a lot of uncertainty at the time, but if I had to do it 

all over again, we would have remained open, even if it were only a few people who wanted 

to come. But there was a lot of uncertainty, and there was great concern of health dangers 

that might occur if we gathered in person. Thanks be to God that we are now able to meet in 

person for live worship. We have been doing so for a full year now without any outbreaks 

within our congregation. Folks are feeling comfortable again, not only in our churches, but in 

society in general. These are things not to be taken for granted. 

 

Sunday is the day for worship. It is Lord’s Day, or the Christian Sabbath. It is a day to be 

hallowed (treated as holy, set apart; see Exodus 20:8). It is a day to set aside all our ordinary 

worldly employments and endeavors, and gather with other believers for the worship of God. 

According to the Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q. 60, “The sabbath is to be sanctified by a 

holy resting all that day, even from such worldly employments and recreations as are lawful 

on other days; and spending the whole time in the public and private exercises of God's 

worship, except so much as is to be taken up in the works of necessity and mercy.” This is a 

part of God’s moral law, found in the Fourth Commandment, and it is grounded in God’s 

works of creation (namely, that He Himself rested on the Sabbath day, as an example to us; 

Exodus 20:11) as well as His works of redemption (He has set His people free from their 

bondage to sin and the world in order to worship Him and enjoy Him, as seen in the exodus; 

see Deuteronomy 5:15). This is not an option for the Christian any more than not lying, 

stealing, or worshipping false gods are options for the Christian. 

 

But all of this seems so outdated in the modern world. Sunday is a day that has been gobbled 

up by the world as part of the “weekend.” For many, it is no different than a Second 

Saturday. But that is also the world looks at Sunday, and that should be the first indication 

that if that is also our view, then something is not quite right. Sunday, the first day of the 

week (therefore, not the “weekend”), is the day the Lord Jesus Christ rose from the dead. 

Every Sunday we gather is a testimony to the world that this day is different from the rest of 

the week, and we are going to treat it that way. We are going to gather with other believers, 

celebrate the fact that Jesus rose bodily from the dead, hear the promises of His word, and 

give Him praise and thanksgiving for what He has done for us and our salvation. Far from 

being Saturday 2.0, the Lord’s Day becomes the most important day of the week. 

 

What’s my point in all this? We just spent a terrible year that was made even more terrible by 

the fact that many could not do the simply act of gathering for worship – something that we 

are commanded to do by God, and something that we should cherish if we love God – with 



any sense of normalcy. We must not take that for granted ever again. There may be days 

when we may be physically hindered from attending worship because of weather or health or 

similar concerns. But right now, while we are able to gather, let’s us do that with the utmost 

urgency and devotion. As I heard another ARP pastor in our presbytery say recently, “These 

are precious years.” Well, precious years are made up of precious weeks and precious days. 

Every moment counts, and the moments we spend with the Lord in public worship are 

certainly worth it. They are more precious that anything the world can offer us. 
 

Pastor Tim 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Paul Brubaker 

2 Glenn Goulder 

3 Meredith Cavin 

8 Jennifer Templeton 

15 John W. Yarbro 

 Phil Trotter 

16 Zoe Angeline Hoots 

20 Slade Templeton 

 Cole Bradley Templeton 

22 Joel Palmer 

 Shasta Smith 

27 Alison Gray 

 David Templeton, II 

 Delaine Trotter 

28 Robin Rowell  

30 Peter Simonton 

31 Charlie Cannon 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Betty Gladney – Health Issues   Zoan Landrum –Nursing Home 

Kenneth McCain – Health Issues   Jack McDivitt – Cancer   

Jerry Molder – Health Issues    Barbara Thomason – Health Issues  

Ina Yarbro – Health Issues    Rachel Young – Broken Ankle 

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

Debra Hill  Robert “Trip” Young III  

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

 
May 16 Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Williams 
May 18    Mr. and Mrs. Andy Alsbrook 
May 29    Mr. and Mrs. Mark Smith 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for May is 

Keith Trotter.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 361-7785. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder.  

 

FOOD PANTRY: The Men’s Ministry has placed 

a “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) at the 

end of the church parking lot. Thanks to all who 

have helped stock it (including some in the 

community). Any donations can be placed in the 

box in the foyer. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? The session is considering offering 

an inquirer’s class during the Sunday school hour. 

This will be an informational class (no strings 

attached!). Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

WORKERS’ COUNCIL: There will be a 

Workers’ Council meeting on Tuesday, May 4, at 7 

p.m. It is very important that all who are interested 

in volunteering (Sunday school, Wednesday 

nights, etc.; teaching, vans, Kitchen Krew, etc.) 

attend this meeting. We will be planning summer 

and fall activities. 

 

FISH FRY: The Brighton Men’s Ministry is 

sponsoring a fish fry on Saturday, May 15 at 5 

p.m. There will, of course, be fish, sides, and 

desserts. There will even be entertainment. So why 

not come?!? Donations will be accepted and will 

used for the work of Men’s Ministry. 

 

THANK YOU: Thanks to all who gave recently 

for Synod’s Easter Offering and the Special Love 

Offering for Keith Trotter. $650 was collected 

from for the Synod offering, and $395 was 

collected from the congregation for the love 

offering. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for the church 

website, please contact webmaster Chris Gravley at 

674-3851 or e-mail at chris_gravley@bellsouth.net 

 

 



 

     Brighton ARP Church         
     April 

May 2021 
 


