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“Precious Principles for Prayer” 

 

After a February hiatus, our Friday morning men's prayer group restarted this past week. We 

are currently using Andrew Randall's book on discipleship, Following Jesus, as a guide for 

our meetings. We ordinarily begin with a devotion taken from the book and a time of 

discussion, and then we commit ourselves a time of prayer, focusing primarily on the 

spiritual needs to the congregation and the needs of the church (local and universal). 

 

This week's lesson contained the author's summary on his chapter on prayer. He entitled the 

section “Precious Principles for Prayer” and included two principles. First, we must look at 

prayer not as a burden but as a gift from God. “It is not primarily something God demands of 

us, but something God gives to us. It is an expression of His grace towards us, allowing us to 

engage in meaningful relationship with Him each day, and inviting us to bring our needs to 

Him" (p. 53). This really a refreshing perspective. Perhaps if we would stop looking at prayer 

as a tiresome task (the same could be said for Bible reading or gathering for worship) and 

instead look at it as an opportunity to spend time with the Lord, that would make a refreshing 

difference. Just as the word of God should be a delight (Psalm 119:16, 24, 35, 47, 70) and 

just as the Sabbath should be a delight (Isaiah 58:13), so should prayer be a delight to us. 

 

The second principle is just as important. "Prayer is not about getting what we want, but 

about seeking what God wants. ... That doesn't mean we shouldn't ask for things in prayer, 

because we are commanded to do so, but our aim should always be to pray in line with the 

purposes of God as He has revealed them to us in His word" (p. 53). It would be disastrous if 

we behaved in our prayer life like spoiled children who expect to get everything they ask for. 

“This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His 

will, He hears us” (1 John 5:14). We are called to know God's will as He reveals it to us in 

His word. Our prayer must follow the pattern and example of the Savior, who even in a time 

of terrible crisis prayed, “Not My will, but Thy will be done” (Matthew 26:39). It should be a 

delight for the Christian to pray for the things that delight the Lord. 

 

Recently our family took a trip to the Memphis Zoo for the twins’ birthday. A brand new 

splash pad is planned for this summer, and I was able to peek through some of the fencing to 

see the progress. The cement for the splash pad had not yet been poured, but I could what 

looked like rebar had already been laid out. Surely, if the word of God is like the cement for 

any sure foundation, then prayer must be like the rebar which strengths and binds together 

that sure foundation. If our congregation (or any congregation) is to be godly and spiritual, it 

must be a praying congregation. Private prayer is necessary, but a return to corporate prayer 

meetings is also needed. Our Friday morning meetings could stand to have more in 

attendance, but other similar groups could also be started. And believe it or not, many 

churches still have those mid-week prayer meetings that are actually meetings for prayer. 

May we as a church once again enjoy such sweet times of precious prayer. 

 

Pastor Tim 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

MARCH  BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Helen Woods 

3 William Clayton Pannell 

 Elizabeth Phillips 

 Ruth Joy Phillips  

5 William Pannell 

6 Clay Yarbro 

 Leyna Cannon 

9 William Carter 

10 Andrea Trotter 

 Joni Glass 

11 Cathy Morgan 

 Margarette “Mollie” Huffman 

14 Wanda Starnes 

17 Whitni Smith 

19 Joanna Simonton 

20 Keith Trotter 

21 McCallie Ruffin 

23 Jimmy Trotter 

25 Peggy Huffman 

27 Pam Yarbro 

 Zac Scott 

  

 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Jack McDivitt – Cancer   Jerry Molder – Health Issues   

Carolyn Murphy – Health Concerns  Ina Yarbro – Health Issues  

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

  Robert “Trip” Young III  

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Presbytery: Please pray for the upcoming meeting of Mississippi Valley Presbytery. 

Prayer List 
 

    

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
 
March 15       Mr. and Mrs. Brad Templeton 
March 28       Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Yarbro 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for March is 

Richard Moore.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 592-9074. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder. 

 

FOOD PANTRY: The Men’s Ministry has placed 

a “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) at the 

end of the church parking lot. Thanks to all who 

have helped stock it (including some in the 

community). Any donations can be placed in the 

box in the foyer.  

 

CORRECTION: There was a calculation error in 

the 2022 church budget adopted by the 

congregation last December (a line item in the 

budget contained an incorrect formula within the 

budget spreadsheet). This affected the total amount 

of the year budget. That amount should be $131,376 

(instead of $132,420). If you have any questions, 

please see one of the deacons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESBYTERY: The Spring Stated meeting of 

Mississippi Valley Presbytery will be held on 

March 7-8, 2022, at the Providence Reformed 

Church in Bartlett, Tennessee. Brighton will be 

represented by Pastor Tim and Elder John Scott, 

who has also been serving as Moderator of MVP 

for the past year. Please be in prayer for this 

meeting, those who will be traveling, and the work 

and peace of the church and the growth of Christ’s 

Kingdom.  

 

WORK DAY: A church work day is scheduled for 

Saturday, March 19, beginning at 8 a.m. 

 

SPECIAL OFFERING: A special offering will be 

collected on Sunday, March 13, to go toward 

Synod’s Retirement Benefit plan for retired 

ministers. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT: There will not be a 

Wednesday night supper on March 23 (spring 

break). Family Night has been moved to March 30. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? The session is considering offering 

an inquirer’s class during the Sunday school hour. 

This will be an informational class (no strings 

attached!). Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 
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