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“There’s No Business Like Snow Business” 

 

The Great Blizzard of 2021 is finally over, and most of the snow has finally melted. After 

two blasts of wintry precipitation and around a foot of accumulated snowfall, we are 

hopefully on our way to spring. When our family moved from Louisville to Brighton over 4 

years ago, I thought we were done with snow. How wrong I was! 

 

The snow storm even reached the Middle East. Places like Damascus, Lebanon, and 

Jerusalem all saw unexpected snowfall. My mom mentioned this to me in a phone call, and 

she assumed that people in the Middle East had never seen snow before. That isn't correct, 

but it had been a while -- for example, it had not snowed in Jerusalem in 6 years. 

 

If we are familiar with the Old Testament -- including a few well-known passages -- we 

would see that snow is something that is familiar to people in that part of the world (even if it 

is about as rare as it is in this part of the world!). There are two verses in particular that I am 

thinking of, and both of them point us to the necessity of knowing the forgiveness and mercy 

of God found only in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

One of those verses is found in Isaiah 1:18 -- "'Come now, and let us reason together,' Says 

the Lord, 'Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are 

red like crimson, They will be like wool.”' Isaiah is writing to a people who are weighed 

down with sin and iniquity, who have despised the Lord and turned away from Him (Isaiah 

1:4). The have comforted themselves in the thought that merely participating in religious 

observances is a substitute for knowing God (Isaiah 1:11-14). Even the prayers they utter are 

offensive to the Lord, because they are an unfaithful people who have not dealt with the 

gravity of their sin (v. 15). What is the solution? It is to turn from their evil ways and return 

to the Lord. To those who come to Him in faith, He promises forgiveness. He promises that 

they will be washed clean and will be as white as snow. 

 

A second verse is found in Psalm 51:7 -- "Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash 

me, and I shall be whiter than snow." We like to sing the Bible Song with the repeating lines 

"Wash me! Wash me! And I shall be whiter than snow." This is David's prayer and song in 

Psalm 51. We all know the seriousness of David's sin: how adultery with Bathsheba led to 

conspiracy and murder. David was the king, yet he misused his position and power and 

behaved no better than a common criminal. Surely there can be no forgiveness for him. But 

that is not what the Lord says. As with Isaiah, the promise is that the Lord will wash the one 

who comes to Him in faith and repentance, and he will be whiter than snow. This is all 

because of the atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul tells us in Ephesians 1:7, "In Him 

we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses." 

 

As I write these words, the storm is over, and the snow is almost all melted. No longer is 

everything covered by the blankets of whiteness. But the promises of God never melt and 



never go away. God's grace and goodness and mercy toward His people is everlasting. We 

live in a world that is currently consumed by “cancel culture,” and of all the things that may 

be said about it, one thing is seen over and over again: it does not offer forgiveness. Offend 

someone, and you will pay for that perceived wrong without any hope of ever being forgiven. 

But there is forgiveness with God, and it is a perfect forgiveness in Jesus Christ. In Jesus 

Christ, because of His washing away of your sins and because of His perfect righteousness 

covering you, you will find forgiveness, and you will always be whiter than the snow. 

 

Pastor Tim 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Helen Woods 

3 William Clayton Pannell 

 Elizabeth Phillips 

 Ruth Joy Phillips  

5 William Pannell 

6 Clay Yarbro 

 Leyna Cannon 

9 William Carter 

10 Andrea Trotter 

 Joni Glass 

11 Cathy Morgan 

 Margarette Huffman 

14 Wanda Starnes 

17 Whitni Smith 

19 Joanna Simonton 

20 Keith Trotter 

21 McCallie Ruffin 

23 Jimmy Trotter 

25 Peggy Huffman 

27 Pam Yarbro 

 Zac Scott 

 
 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Ricky Boswell – Heath Issues   Joy Hill – Recovery from hip surgery! 

Betty Gladney – Health Issues   Kay Hernandez – Health Concerns  

Zoan Landrum –Nursing Home   Kenneth McCain – Health Issues  

Jack McDivitt – Cancer    Jerry Molder – Health Issues   

Jerry “Bubba” Owen – Health Issues   Barbara Thomason – Health Issues  

Ina Yarbro – Health Issues    Rachel Young – Broken Ankle 

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

Debra Hill  Robert “Trip” Young III  

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Presbytery: Pray for the Spring 2021 meeting of Mississippi Valley Presbytery and the 

organizational service of the Redeemer Community Church in Murray, Kentucky 

 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

 
May 16 Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Williams 
May 18    Mr. and Mrs. Andy Alsbrook 
May 29    Mr. and Mrs. Mark Smith 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for March is 

Richard Moore.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 592-9074. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder.  

 

FOOD PANTRY: The Men’s Ministry has placed 

a “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) at the 

end of the church parking lot. Thanks to all who 

have helped stock it (including some in the 

community. Any donations can be placed in the box 

in the foyer. 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? The session is considering offering 

an inquirer’s class during the Sunday school hour. 

This will be an informational class (no strings 

attached!). Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

MEETINGS: Join us for worship on Sunday 

mornings as we continue our study of Romans 12 

and 13. On Sunday evenings at 5 pm, we are going 

through the book of Revelation. On Wednesdays at 

6:30 pm, we are meeting for Bible Study and 

prayer, and we are currently looking at how we can 

apply the Ten Commandments to prayer. 

PRESBYTERY: The Spring Stated Meeting of 

Mississippi Valley Presbytery is scheduled for 

March 1-2, 2021. It will be hosted by the Hopewell 

ARP Church in New Albany, Mississippi. Mr. John 

Scott will also be service as Moderator of 

Presbytery for this year. Please be in prayer for this 

important meeting of the churches. 

 

A NEW CHURCH: The Redeemer Community 

Church in Murray, Kentucky, will be organizing 

(moving from status as a church plant to a church) 

on Sunday, March 7, at 5 p.m. Pastor Tim and John 

Scott will be a part of the service. Please be in 

prayer for the new church and for Rev. Mike 

Chipman, who will be installed as the pastor. 

 

EASTER IN APRIL: We are being cautious 

because of Covid, but we are planning to have the 

following meetings in early April: 

 

• April 1, 7 pm – Maundy Thursday 

• April 4, 7 a.m. – Sunrise Service 

• April 4, 8 a.m. – Breakfast 

• April 4, 10 a.m. – Sunday School 

• April 4, 11 a.m. – Worship Service 

 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for the church 

website, please contact webmaster Chris Gravley at 

674-3851 or e-mail at chris_gravley@bellsouth.net 

 

 



 

     Brighton ARP Church         
     April 

March 2021 
 


