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“Anything That Takes the Place of God Is Sin” 

 

[The following article was recommended by Elder John Scott and appeared in the June 3, 

2022 edition of the Commercial Appeal. In light of current events, as well as our recent study 

of the book of Revelation on Sunday evenings, I thought this was an important issue to 

consider. It is also noteworthy because of its author, Billy Graham, who must have written it 

many years ago.] 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Q: It is hard to watch the breakdown of our nation and to hear the talking heads pontificate 

on the changes that have taken place in society, particularly the pride in living without 

religious trappings. Why do people resent the power of God but devise idols that can only 

feed their greed for power over others? – I.W. 

 

A: Mankind is innately religious. He must have a god of some kind, and he plays with the 

gods of his own fashioning. Someone once said, “The power of a nation or a civilization will 

be weighed not in missiles or divisions, but in faith, whether false or true.” When a nation 

turns from the true and living God of its Christian heritage, then it substitutes false gods. 

 

There’s a tendency to think of idolatry as something from the Dark Ages or perhaps from 

cultures far from our North American shores, but idolatry in the West thrives with its “isms” 

– humanism, materialism, spiritualism, egoism, etc. These are ideologies that have been 

packaged as modern gods that are sophisticated, cultured, fashionable, and intellectual. 

Western culture has become a mixture of paganism and Christianity; it’s a blend of both. 

 

We talk of God, but we often act as though we have no knowledge of His sovereignty. We 

develop a sort of dual personality, a type of schizophrenia. We have “In God We Trust” on 

our coins, but “Me First” engraved on our hearts. We’ve made unto ourselves graven images 

and have come to worship them. We have a new kind of polytheism; we attempt to worship 

both the God of the Bible and the gods of our own making at the same time. Anything that 

takes the place of God is sin. Where there is truth and error there is always compromise. 

Remember the first commandment, “You shall have no other gods before Me” (Exod. 20:3). 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Rev. Graham is correct, and idolatry can take many forms. Jesus warns about the 

impossibility of having two masters, because we will love one and hate the other (Mt 6:24). 

We cannot love the world and the things of the world and claim to love Christ (1 John 2:15; 

James 4:4). Our devotion must be for the Lord Jesus Christ (Col 3:1-4). Therefore, let us put 

away everything that would hinder that devotion, and fix our hearts and minds upon Him. 

 

~ Pastor Tim 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

JUNE  BIRTHDAYS 
 

3  Rachel Lynn Goulder 

6 Laura Kiphart 

7 Barbara Heath 

 Susan Cavin 

8 Amanda Trotter 

11 Colton Boswell 

 Robert Rhodes 

 Richard Cannon 

Jerry Molder 

13 Ruth Anne Goulder 

17 Stephanie Williams 

22  Alexi Starnes 

23 Carolyn Sides 

24 Shane Maxwell 

25 Faye Smith 

30 Leslie Alsbrook 

 Marlee Smith 

 Sara Griffin  

  

 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Meredith Cavin – Health Issues 

Jack McDivitt – Cancer   Jerry Molder – Health Issues   

Carolyn Murphy – Health Concerns  Ina Yarbro – Health Issues  

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

  Robert “Trip” Young III  Catherine L. Young 

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
 
June 16      Mr. and Mrs. John Scott 
June 17      Dr. and Mrs. Meredith Cavin  
June 23      Mr. and Mrs. Jordan Goulder 
June 30 Rev. and Mrs. Tim Phillips 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for June is 

Richard Moore.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 592-9074. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder. 

 

FOOD PANTRY: Any donations for the Men’s 

Ministry “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) 

can be placed in the box in the foyer, or they may 

be placed directly in the box located at the end of 

the church parking lot. Thanks to all who have 

helped stock it. Needed: canned meats/protein 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MVP CAMP: Mississippi Valley Presbytery is 

sponsoring a summer camp for youth on July 18-

23 at Camp of the Rising Son in French Camp, 

Mississippi. Registration for the camp can be 

accessed by completing a Google doc (see the 

pastor or camp director Kent Moorlach for the 

link), for a form can be downloaded and mailed in 

from this link: 

http://www.richlandarp.org/summer-youth-

camp.html (Mail to: Richland ARP (Summer 

Camp), 8658 Rosemark Rd. Rosemark, TN 

38053). The cost for the camp is $325, but 

scholarships are available (see a deacon for more 

information). 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: We will be 

hosting a one-day VBS on Saturday, July 9, from 10 

am to 2 pm. The theme for this year’s VBS: The 

Shepherd Psalm (Psalm 23).  

 

WORKERS’ COUNCIL: The Workers’ Council 

will meet on Wednesday, June 15, at 6:30 p.m. This 

will be a planning meeting for VBS, so we need all 

our volunteers to attend. 

 

FAMILY NIGHT: Family Night for the month of 

June will be on Wednesday, June 22, at 6 p.m. 

Bring a covered dish and join us! 
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