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“If I Get Hit by a Bus” 

 

My wife is fond of prefacing some valuable bits of household advice with the phrase "if I get 

hit by a bus." By this, she means that if she were to suddenly and unexpectedly die, here is a 

valuable piece of information I will need to continue (usually something important with 

regard to the kids). Thankfully, the only buses that we see in Brighton are the yellow kind 

that take children to school and drop off lunches to children in the summer. Those probably 

don't pose too much danger, but this does illustrate an important lesson for us. 

 

We have numerous passages in Scripture which teach us about the brevity of life. Psalm 

103:15-16 (echoed in Isaiah 40:6 and James 4:14) soberingly proclaims, "As for man, his 

days are like grass; as a flower of the field, so he flourishes. When the wind has passed over 

it, it is no more, and its place acknowledges it no longer." None of us knows how long we 

have on this earth. I came across a story recently of the death of a young woman, who was 

just weeks shy of her 30th birthday, while she was simply walking down the street in 

downtown San Diego. She was struck by a man jumping to his death. She was not "hit by a 

bus" but "hit by a man committing suicide." She had planned to celebrate her 30th birthday 

with a wine-tasting tour just a few weeks later, but she did not even live to see her 30th 

birthday. 

 

At the same time, at my first pastorate in Mississippi, we had a lady who was a member of 

the congregation who was 105 years old. She still lived at home because her children (who 

were in their 70s and 80s) took turns caring for her. She was still alive when I left to take 

another call, and she lived for a few more years after that. It would probably not be prudent 

to also mention that she also dipped snuff (a fact that she tried to hide from the pastor 

whenever I visited her), but here was a lady who was blessed by the Lord for many years. 

They were not always easy years (for example, she had been a widow for over 50 years, 

more than half her life), but her children's dedication spoke to the fact of how beloved of a 

mother she was. 

 

The prayer of Moses in Psalm 90 is "teach us to number our days, that we may present to 

You a heart of wisdom." We set milestones for ourselves, not knowing if we will really reach 

them. My wife and I plan to celebrate our 20th wedding anniversary at the end of this month, 

but none of us know whether June 30 will even arrive. Yet we know all things are in the 

Lord's sovereign hand, He works them according to His plan and purpose, and they are all 

ultimately for the good of His people (Romans 8:30; Ephesians 1:11). He demonstrates this 

for us in sending Son Jesus Christ, who Himself barely made it past age of 30 before He was 

unjustly put to death by evil men. None of this, of course, caught God by surprise, but it was 

all according to His sovereign decree (Acts 2:23; 4:27-28). We are the beneficiaries of all of 

that, if we are believers in Jesus Christ. 



So what's the point of all of this? It's not to hate buses or to live in fear (we had enough the of 

the latter in 2020), but rather to number our own days. We need to treat the days the Lord 

gives us as precious and live them to His glory. Our lifetimes on this earth are finite, but He 

promises us eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Psalm 103 reminds us of the brevity of life, 

but it also reminds us "But the lovingkindness of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 

on those who fear Him" (v. 17). The hesed, the steadfast, faithful, covenant love and mercy 

of God is everlasting, it pursues us all the days of our lives, and it is because of His covenant 

mercies that we have the promise that we can dwell in His presence forever (Psalm 23:6). So 

whether we get hit by a bus tomorrow or we live to be 110, let us live every day to God's 

glory in Jesus Christ. 

 

Pastor Tim 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 

3  Rachel Lynn Goulder 

6 Laura Kiphart 

7 Barbara Heath 

 Susan Cavin 

8 Amanda Trotter 

11 Colton Boswell 

 Jerry Molder 

13 Ruth Anne Goulder 

17 Stephanie Williams 

22  Alexi Starnes 

23 Carolyn Sides 

24 Shane Maxwell 

25 Faye Smith 

30 Leslie Alsbrook 

 Marlee Smith 

 Sara Griffin  

 Robert Rhodes 

 Richard Cannon 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Betty Gladney – Health Issues   Zoan Landrum –Nursing Home 

Kenneth McCain – Health Issues   Jack McDivitt – Cancer   

Jerry Molder – Health Issues    Barbara Thomason – Health Issues  

Verlie Wells, III – Foot surgery   Ina Yarbro – Health Issues  

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

Debra Hill  Robert “Trip” Young III  

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Pray for this year’s meeting of General Synod (June 8-10, 2021) 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

 
June 16      Mr. and Mrs. John Scott 
June 17      Dr. and Mrs. Meredith Cavin  
June 23      Mr. and Mrs. Jordan Goulder 
June 30 Rev. and Mrs. Tim Phillips 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for June is 

Richard Moore.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 592-9074. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder.  

 

FOOD PANTRY: The Men’s Ministry has placed 

a “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) at the 

end of the church parking lot. Thanks to all who 

have helped stock it (including some in the 

community). Any donations can be placed in the 

box in the foyer. Items with protein (such as canned 

meats, soups, etc.) are especially needed right now. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? The session is considering offering 

an inquirer’s class during the Sunday school hour. 

This will be an informational class (no strings 

attached!). Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

SYNOD: The annual meeting of General Synod 

will be held this week, beginning on Tuesday, June 

8. The meeting this year will be held at First 

Presbyterian Church in Columbia, S.C. Pastor Tim 

and Elder Randy Goulder will be representing the 

Brighton ARP Church. Please be in prayer about 

this important meeting of the Associate Reformed 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT 

DEVOTIONALS: Because of concerns over the 

theological, political, and social direction of the 

current Upper Room devotionals, the Session has 

decided to phase out those devotionals over the 

next few months. Two other devotionals will be 

provided in their place (Table Talk and Our Daily 

Bread). Copies of the new devotions should be 

available in the next few weeks. If you have 

questions, please speak with the pastor or one of 

the elders. 

 

FAMILY NIGHT: Our next family night will be 

held on Wednesday, June 23, at 6 p.m. 

 

MVP CAMP: It’s time to register for MVP 

Summer Camp. The camp will be held July 19-24 

at Camp of the Rising Son in French Camp, MS. 

The cost is $300 per camper if you register by June 

7 and $325 after that (deadline is July 1). See the 

pastor for the registration link. If you would like to 

help sponsor campers for this summer, please see 

one of the deacons about making a donation. 

 

 

 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for the church 

website, please contact webmaster Chris Gravley at 

674-3851 or e-mail at chris_gravley@bellsouth.net 

 

 



 

     Brighton ARP Church         
     April 

June 2021 
 


