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“Father’s Day” 

 

June is typically the month when many celebrate Father's Day, but this is the July newsletter, 

so why write an article entitled "Father's Day"? Well, this is actually an article about prayer, 

and that is what I am referencing. In Luke 11, the disciples ask Jesus to teach them to pray, 

and Jesus responds by giving them a model prayer which has come to be called “The Lord's 

Prayer” (see also Matthew 6:9-13 for the standard form of the Lord's Prayer). And this 

prayer, taught by Jesus, begins with the words "Our Father, which art in heaven." 

 

Question 100 of the Westminster Shorter Catechism calls this the preface to the Lord's 

Prayer. It frames, shapes, and sets the tone for the prayer itself. “The preface of the Lord's 

prayer ... teacheth us to draw near to God with all holy reverence and confidence, as children 

to a father, able and ready to help us; and that we should pray with and for others.” The word 

“our” teaches us the broader, corporate aspect of the prayer -- it is not just about ourselves. 

But it is the reference to the Father that I want to explore here. 

 

The title of “Father” may be properly applied to God only by believers in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:26). We are 

not children of God naturally, but supernaturally. It is by the redeeming grace of God alone 

that we are united by faith to Jesus Christ, and this is the reason that we have a new status as 

sons and daughters of the living God (see 2 Corinthians 6:18). In Jesus Christ, who is our 

great Mediator, we are able to come to God in prayer, and we are able to do so in an entirely 

wonderful and unique way -- as children would come to a father. We come with reverence 

and respect (He is God), but we also come with joyful confidence (He is our heavenly Father 

as well). 

 

When my youngest children get up in the morning, the first thing they do is jump into my lap 

with affectionate hugs, telling me how much they love me. This is normal and natural, but 

why are we so reluctant to come to God in such an affectionate and devoted way in our 

prayers? Yes, we must not come to Him in a flippant or disrespectful manner -- we do not 

wish to insult Him or treat Him trivially. But He encourages us to bring our prayers 

(biblically informed!) before Him. Scripture is filled with numerous encouragements to come 

before God in prayer (see, for example, Jesus’ words in Luke 11:11-13 or Luke 18:1-8). The 

Apostle Paul writes in Philippians 4:6, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” Perhaps 

nothing is more telling of the worldliness of Christians than when we would rather worry 

than pray! 

 

As I write these words, I have just seen on the news that Roe v. Wade has been overturned by 

the Supreme Court. After nearly 50 years (and many prayers by many Christians), this 

terrible decision has finally been reversed. Only a few years ago, in 2018, at the Spring 

meeting of our presbytery, a motion was made for a day of prayer and fasting for the release 

of missionary Andrew Brunson. That request spread from our presbytery to our 



denomination, and by the time the Fall meeting of presbytery was held (at Brighton, no 

less!), Andrew Brunson had already been released from his Turkish prison. 

 

Numerous other examples could be listed, of course, but I want to leave you with one general 

thought: Be encouraged to pray, dear Christian; pray without ceasing. 

 

~ Pastor Tim 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

JULY  BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Julia Moore 

 Martha Lou Wylie 

2 Jimi Kaye Yarbro 

3 Kaleb Pugh 

5 Amy Donahoo 

 Brad Templeton 

7 Ann Blackmon 

10 Owen Boswell 

13 Shelia Brubaker  

15 Stephen Boswell 

17 Jeff Huffman 

 Makayla Boswell 

18 Angelica Wells 

 Verlie Wells, III 

19 Alton Woods 

 Taylor Smith 

22 Paige Dickey 

 Sean Curtis 

23 Amber Smith 

25 Brian Crum 

 Joy Hill 

 Marcie Fisher 

26 Linda Boswell 

27 Jan Allen Pannell 

28 Paul Shannon Boswell 

30 Jennifer Leek 

  

 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Meredith Cavin – Health Issues  Jack McDivitt – Cancer    

Jerry Molder – Health Issues   Carolyn Murphy – Health Concerns   

Verlie Wells III – Health Issues  Ina Yarbro – Health Issues 

Rachel Young – Ankle Replacement  

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

  Robert “Trip” Young III  Catherine L. Young 

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 
July 11      Mr. and Mrs. Alton Woods 
July 24      Mr. and Mrs. Larry Crum 
July 28      Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Molder 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for July is 

Verlie Wells, IV.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 326-7545. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder. 

 

FOOD PANTRY: Any donations for the Men’s 

Ministry “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) 

can be placed in the box in the foyer, or they may 

be placed directly in the box located at the end of 

the church parking lot. Thanks to all who have 

helped stock it. Needed: canned meats/protein 

 

FAMILY NIGHT: Family Night for the month of 

July will be on Wednesday, July 27, at 6 p.m. There 

will be a special presentation by a member of the 

Gideons. Bring a covered dish and join us! 

 

LORD’S SUPPER: We will be celebrating the 

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on July 31 during 

the morning worship service 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: We will be 

hosting a one-day VBS on Saturday, July 9, from 10 

am to 2 pm. The theme for this year’s VBS: The 

Lord Is My Shepherd” (Psalm 23). We are asking 

that you register by sending an email to 

arppastor@gmail.com with the names and contact 

information for those who will be attending. 

 

CAMP JOY TENNESSEE: The first ever Camp 

Joy Tennessee will be held this year on Saturday, 

June 9. A special kickoff dinner will be held on 

Friday, June 8, at 7 p.m. This is an informational 

dinner (no cost!), and if you would like to attend, 

please let Anne Brice know by July 1 

(eannbrice@gmail.com or 828-606-5782). The 

meal will be held at the For His Kingdom 

Conference Center (4100 Raleigh-Millington 

Road, Memphis). 

 

PSALM SING: We will be returning to our 

evening worship service on August 7, but with a 

special Psalm-singing service. It begins at 5 p.m., 

with refreshments in the fellowship hall to follow. 

 

MVP CAMP: Mississippi Valley Presbytery is 

sponsoring a summer camp for youth on July 18-

23 at Camp of the Rising Son in French Camp, 

Mississippi. Registration for the camp can be 

accessed by completing a Google doc (see the 

pastor or camp director Kent Moorlach for the 

link), for a form can be downloaded and mailed in 

from this link: 

http://www.richlandarp.org/summer-youth-

camp.html (Mail to: Richland ARP (Summer 

Camp), 8658 Rosemark Rd. Rosemark, TN 

38053). The cost for the camp is $325, but 

scholarships are available (see a deacon for more 

information). 
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