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“He Set Me Free” 

One of the true delights in becoming an ARP 20 years ago was discovering the singing of 

psalms. Singing the words of Scripture was something I had never really experienced before 

(sadly lost in too many churches today).  This is not to say that singing hymns is bad or 

something I don’t enjoy, but for me there is nothing that compares with psalm singing. 

Not every hymn, though, is a good hymn. In the early church, the heretic Arius popularized 

his unbiblical views of denying the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ by writing hymns (one 

hymn, denying the Son of God had existed from all eternity, claimed "there was a time when 

the Son was not"). Not every song included in a hymnbook is necessarily good, orthodox, 

and sound. Christians must therefore know our Bibles, know sound doctrine, and be 

discerning about these things. 

In recent years, however, the trend has been to change the words of hymns in order to 

conform to a particular theology. I’ve mentioned how this was done with perhaps the most 

popular hymn of all time, "Amazing Grace." Some hymnals have changed the opening verse 

to "Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a soul like me" (no one wants to be 

called a wretch anymore, even though Paul uses that language in Romans 7:24). Because 

they deny the doctrine of the Trinity, Mormons changed the first verse of "Holy, Holy, Holy" 

(another fine hymn) from "God in three Persons, blessed Trinity" to "God in Thy glory, 

through eternity." While there is certainly nothing wrong with those words, they were 

changed deliberately in order to avoid a doctrine that Mormonism fundamentally rejects. 

An example of a more subtle change in a hymn is found in the great hymn "Rock of Ages," 

written by Augustus Toplady. Toplady was a contemporary of John and Charles Wesley, and 

as a Calvinist he was an opponent of their theology, which was Arminian and also trended to 

a kind of Perfectionism (i.e., the belief that it is possible in this present life to obtain a degree 

of "entire sanctification," where a Christian reaches a state of sinlessness in this life). 

Toplady penned the following words in his hymn: "Be of sin the double cure, cleanse me 

from its guilt and power." In some hymnals, though, that has changed to "Be of sin the 

double cure, save from wrath and make me pure." When sanctification is a vital and 

necessary part of the Christian life (Hebrews 12:14), complete and total purity is not 

something we shall obtain until the state of glory (Rom 8:29-30; Phil 3:12; 1 John 1:9-10). 

Changing the words to Toplady's hymn causes us to miss an important truth conveyed in the 

hymn. The glorious atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ is indeed a "double cure." By 

trusting in Him and His perfect atoning work, believers are set from both the penalty of sin 

and the power of sin. It is this last benefit that is often overlooked in the life of the Christian. 

The Apostle Paul writes, " For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, 

God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He 

condemned sin in the flesh, so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who 

do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit" (Romans 8:3-4). And the Lord 

Jesus Christ says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. 

The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever. So if the Son 



makes you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:34-36). We have been set from sin (both its 

penalty and its power) to serve the true and living God (Romans 6:18ff). 

This July 4th we celebrate Independence Day. This year will likely be special, as there will 

be fewer, if any, restrictions about masks and gatherings. But every day for the Christian is 

an independence day. Our independence comes from Christ Himself, and it is a freedom we 

will never lose in Him, and because of Him. And that is something worth celebrating always. 

 

Pastor Tim 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Julia Moore 

 Martha Lou Wylie 

2 Jimi Kaye Yarbro 

3 Kaleb Pugh 

5 Amy Donahoo 

 Brad Templeton 

7 Ann Blackmon 

10 Owen Boswell 

13 Shelia Brubaker  

15 Stephen Boswell 

17 Jeff Huffman 

 Makayla Boswell 

18 Angelica Wells 

 Verlie Wells, III 

19 Alton Woods 

 Taylor Smith 

22 Paige Dickey 

 Sean Curtis 

23 Amber Smith 

25 Brian Crum 

 Joy Hill 

 Marcie Fisher 

26 Linda Boswell 

27 Jan Allen Pannell 

28 Paul Shannon Boswell 

30 Jennifer Leek 
 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Betty Gladney – Health Issues   Zoan Landrum –Nursing Home 

Kenneth McCain – Health Issues   Jack McDivitt – Cancer   

Jerry Molder – Health Issues    Barbara Thomason – Health Issues  

Michael Wells – Cancer    Verlie Wells, III – Foot surgery  

Ina Yarbro – Health Issues  

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

Debra Hill  Robert “Trip” Young III  

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Pray for the campers, counselors, and teachers who will be attending MVP Camp this month. 

Prayer List 
 

    

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

 
July 11      Mr. and Mrs. Alton Woods 
July 24      Mr. and Mrs. Larry Crum 
July 28      Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Molder 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for July is 

Kenneth Boswell.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 837-2261. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder.  

 

FOOD PANTRY: The Men’s Ministry has placed 

a “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) at the 

end of the church parking lot. Thanks to all who 

have helped stock it (including some in the 

community). Any donations can be placed in the 

box in the foyer. Items with protein (such as canned 

meats, soups, etc.) are especially needed right now. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? The session is considering offering 

an inquirer’s class during the Sunday school hour. 

This will be an informational class (no strings 

attached!). Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: We will be 

hosting a one-day Vacation Bible School on 

Saturday, July 17, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. This will 

be open for children through 5th grade. The theme 

will be The Olympics: Running the Race before Us 

with Endurance. 

 

ARP WOMEN’S MINISTRIES: There are a 

limited number of copies of the 2022 calendar 

featuring a different church or denominational 

ministry for each month of the year.  This was 

produced by the Board of ARP Women's 

Ministries to help fund necessary repairs to 

Synodical Hall.  The cost is $15 per calendar; 

checks may be made out to ARPWM. Contact 

Susan Cavin if you are interested (476-9315). 

 

FAMILY NIGHT: Our next family night will be 

held on Wednesday, July 28, at 6 p.m. 

 

WORKERS’ COUNCIL: The next meeting of 

the Workers’ Council is scheduled for Tuesday, 

August 3, at 7 p.m. 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT 

DEVOTIONALS: Because of concerns over the 

theological, political, and social direction of the 

current Upper Room devotionals, the Session has 

decided to phase out those devotionals over the 

next few months. Two other devotionals will be 

provided in their place (Table Talk and Our Daily 

Bread). Copies of the new devotions should be 

available in the next few weeks. If you have 

questions, please speak with the pastor or one of 

the elders. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for the church 

website, please contact webmaster Chris Gravley at 

674-3851 or e-mail at chris_gravley@bellsouth.net 

 

 



 

     Brighton ARP Church         
     April 

July 2021 
 


