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“Lead Us” 

 

Where do you want to go in 2023? Wouldn't it be nice if we had a "Life GPS" that would tell 

us exactly what paths we should take in the coming year? Well, a GPS is not always correct. 

Sometimes it needs to be updated, sometimes it doesn't give the best route, and sometimes it 

is just plain wrong. We need to be led in a better way. 

 

The sixth (and last) petition of the Lord's Prayer is about leading, but it is probably not the 

kind of leading we expect. "Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil" (Matthew 

6:13). Jesus teaches us to pray in this way. But the way the petition is framed, it almost 

sounds like one of those wrong GPS directions. Surely God would not lead us into a path of 

temptation, so why would we need to pray in such a way? 

 

It is absolutely true that God does not tempt us (James 1:13). "But each one is tempted when 

he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth 

to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death" (James 1:14-15). We are, 

therefore, to watch and pray that we would not fall into temptation (Matt 26:41). We must 

pray that He would not give us over to sin and that it would not have dominion over us (Ps 

19:13). And when we are tempted, we are to remember and trust in God's faithfulness in the 

situation. We do not have to give in to temptation, and we can look to God for a way of 

escape. "No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is 

faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 

temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it" (1 Cor 

10:13). 

 

God does not abandon His people, but there may be times when He temporarily withdraws 

His grace from us for a time so that we face a certain trial, or He may allow us to be exposed 

to the temptations of wicked men (or worse). Even Jesus Himself was led by the Holy Spirit 

into the wilderness to be tempted by the evil one (Matt 4:1). We must also remember that 

when we face trials and temptations and overcome them, this is ultimately for our good and 

benefit (Rom 8:28; James 1:2-4; 1 Pet 1:6-9). If we are to be refined, then fire is necessary. 

 

The Shorter Catechism is helpful here, in teaching us that "we pray that God would either 

keep us from being tempted to sin, or support and deliver us when we are tempted" (Q. 106). 

We pray that God would help us to stand against sin, to flee from sin, and to forgive us and 

restore us when we do commit sin. We ask that He would deliver us from the wicked of sin 

and from the evil one ("evil" is likely a reference to the evil one). As usual, the Larger 

Catechism is helpful in adding greater detail: "We pray that God would so overrule the world 

and all in it, subdue the flesh, and restrain Satan, order all things, bestow and bless all means 

of grace, and quicken us to watchfulness in the use of them, that we and all his people may 

by his providence be kept from being tempted to sin" (Q. 195). 

 



John Flavel gives a number of helpful observations in this petition of the Lord's Prayer. It 

shows to us "that sin is the worst of evils. ... that without God’s grace we can never 

withstand, but shall be overcome by every temptation, ... [and] that we must do all we can to 

keep ourselves from temptation, and to engage the grace of God with us in temptation, by 

prayer, by pleasing the Spirit of God, [and] by looking to Jesus." Prayer is a turning to God 

and trusting in Him and His help as we navigate (without a Life GPS) in this fallen world. 

We want Him to lead us (Ps 23). He does so by His Spirit and by His word. Therefore, we 

pray that He would lead us when we face that most difficult of obstacles: sin. We cannot do 

this on our own. Indeed, He has provided the remedy for sin in sending the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, when we are faced with temptation and sin, let our first response be to go to God 

in prayer. 

~ Pastor Tim 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Beth Crum 

2 Linda Clarke 

3 Mary Pannell 

7 Carol Templeton 

 Pat McCain 

10        Rachel Young 

12 Kinney Bridges 

13 Chelsea Larson 

15 Grace Phillips 

16 Jeremy Herring 

18 Adyson Joy Brubaker 

 Jeremy Bridges 

19 Johnny Yarbro 

23 Robert Cavin 

24 Edith Hanks 

 Linda Bridges 

26 John Hugues  

28 London Hill 

31 John Carlyle Ruffin 

Ill/Recovering:   

Meredith Cavin – Health Issues  Jack McDivitt – Cancer    

Jerry Molder – Health Issues   Carolyn Murphy – Praise for a good report!  

Verlie Wells III – Health Issues  Wink and Ina Yarbro – Health Issues 

Rachel Young – Praise for progress with ankle replacement ! 

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

  Robert “Trip” Young III  Catherine L. Young 

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

January 8    Mr. and Mrs. Nick Goulder 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for January is 

Verlie Wells IV.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 326-7545. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick and in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder. 

 

FOOD PANTRY: Any donations for the Men’s 

Ministry “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) 

can be placed in the box in the foyer, or they may 

be placed directly in the box located at the end of 

the church parking lot. Thanks to all who have 

helped stock it. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

LORD’S SUPPER: We will be celebrating the 

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on January 29 

during the morning worship service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY MEETINGS: Supper @ 6 

resumes on January 4, with Bible studies to follow 

at 6:30. The youth will continue studying important 

words from Scripture (focusing on the person and 

work of Christ this semester), and the adults will 

begin a study on the book of Galatians. 

 

FAMILY NIGHT: Family Night will be on 

January 25 at 6 p.m. Bring a covered dish meal and 

join us! 

 

INSTALLATION SERVICE: The installation 

service for Rev. Nick Robison will be held on 

Sunday, January 8, at 5 p.m. at Salem Presbyterian 

Church. 

 

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE: We will resume 

our Sunday evening service on January 15 at 5 p.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall. We are continuing our study 

of 1 Peter: Living for Christ in a Fallen World. 

Since we are currently in chapter 3, we will have a 

special emphasis on defending the Christian faith 

and answering objections to Christianity during the 

month of January. 

 

 

SPECIAL THANKS: Mrs. Sarah Smith would like 

to express her appreciation to the Christmas carolers 

who visited her during December and brought along 

all the gift of goodies. 
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