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“Tolle, Lege” 

 

My family and I just returned from a late December vacation. Because we were in Savannah, 

Georgia, we decided to drive about 2 hours south and spend a few days in the oldest city in 

America, St. Augustine, Florida. We drank from the Fountain of Youth, visited an Old Jail, 

and toured Ripley's Believe It or Not Museum. All in all, not a bad way to spend a few days. 

 

St. Augustine is named for the most theologian of the early church (after the time of the 

Apostles), Augustine of Hippo. His contributions to the Christian church in his works on the 

Trinity and the doctrines of salvation by grace, have helped to shape Christianity for more 

than 1500 years. He was very influential to the Reformers as well (for example, Martin 

Luther was at one time an Augustinian monk). Without Augustine, there likely would have 

been no Reformation. 

 

But Augustine was not always the picture of the perfect Christian. He was raised by a 

Christian mother and a pagan father. He did not become a Christian until around age 33. 

Before that, he led a wild life that checked all of the boxes of a worldly lifestyle. Around age 

17, he became involved with a young woman and fathered a child out of wedlock. He 

became involved in a false religious cult (Manichaeism) for about 10 years. His mother, 

Monica, never ceased praying for her son during these difficult years. Later, Augustine 

would travel to the city of Milan and meet a Christian named Ambrose, who would help lead 

him to faith in Christ. The pivotal moment came as he was sitting in a garden and heard a 

child's voice saying, "Tolle, Lege" (Latin for "Take up and read"). Next to him on a garden 

bench was a copy of Paul's letter to the Romans, opened to these verses, "Let us behave 

properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and 

sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 

for the flesh in regard to its lusts" (Romans 13:13-14). From that moment on, he became a 

committed follower of Jesus Christ. 

 

What does Augustine's story teach us? One lesson is to never underestimate the power of a 

faithful, praying wife and mother. Not only were Monica's prayers for her son answered, but 

her pagan husband even became a believer near the end of his life. A second lesson is that no 

matter how dark our sins are, the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ will wash away any and 

every sin. If we put on the Lord Jesus Christ, coming to Him by faith alone, then we will see 

God's grace do amazing things in the life of the believer, no matter his or her past life. 

 

There is no magical Fountain of Youth, nothing that we can do ourselves to free us from the 

penalty of sin. "Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters" (Isaiah 55:1). “Therefore, 

there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus" (Romans 8:1) Only Jesus 

can set us free -- believe it or not. 

 

Pastor Tim 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Beth Crum 

2 Linda Clarke 

3 Mary Pannell 

7 Carol Templeton 

 Pat McCain 

10         Rachel Young 

12 Kinney Bridges 

13 Chelsea Larson 

15 Grace Phillips 

16 Jeremy Herring 

 Martha Jean Goulder 

18 Adyson Joy Brubaker 

 Jeremy Bridges 

19 Johnny Yarbro 

23 Robert Cavin 

24 Edith Hanks 

 Linda Bridges 

26 John Hugues  

28 London Hill 

31  John Carlyle Ruffin 

 

 

31 John Carlyle Ruffin 
 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Kenneth McCain – Health Issues   Jack McDivitt – Cancer 

Jerry Molder – Health Issues    Barbara Thomason – Health Issues 

Ina Yarbro – Health Issues  

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

  Robert “Trip” Young III  

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

January 8    Mr. and Mrs. Nick Goulder 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for January is 

Verlie Wells IV.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 326-7545. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder.  

 

FOOD PANTRY: The Men’s Ministry has placed 

a “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) at the 

end of the church parking lot. Thanks to all who 

have helped stock it (including some in the 

community). Any donations can be placed in the 

box in the foyer.  

 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Barbara Thomason 

Shelby Gardens Place Mental Care 

1535 Appling Care Lane 

Room 215 

Cordova, TN 38018 

 

 

 

 

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST: Men’s Ministry is 

planning to host a pancake breakfast on Saturday, 

January 29, at 8 a.m. More details will be 

forthcoming. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES: Our 

Wednesday night activities resume on Wednesday, 

January 5, at 6 p.m. We will be adding an adult 

Bible study class this year, taught by Elder John 

Scott. Supper is at 6, classes begin at 6:30. We 

have something for all ages, so make plans to join 

us!  

 

LORD’S SUPPER: We will be celebrating the 

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on January 31 

during the morning worship service. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? The session is considering offering 

an inquirer’s class during the Sunday school hour. 

This will be an informational class (no strings 

attached!). Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for the church 

website, please contact webmaster Chris Gravley at 

674-3851 or e-mail at chris_gravley@bellsouth.net 

 

 



 

     Brighton ARP Church         
     April 

January 2021 
 


