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“Tasting the Bitter-Sweet” 

 

"The more bitterness we taste in sin, the more sweetness we shall taste in Christ." 

 -- Thomas Watson 

 

When I was preparing to go to seminary, my pastor at the time gave me a few books and 

some words of wisdom: "Beware of books. They are the preacher's whiskey." His words 

proved to be true, and I developed a love for books over the years. And it's not as if the 

problem is going away anytime soon. During the month of December alone, I received a free 

book by Sinclair Ferguson from Ligonier Ministries and a 3-volume set on Biblical theology 

(well over 2000 pages!) as a Christmas present. I will likely spend most of my free time in 

2022 reading those books, in addition to commentaries for the Sunday morning sermon series 

(the Gospel of John), the Sunday evening service (the book of Revelation), and the 

Wednesday youth gatherings (the parables of Jesus). That's a lot of whiskey ... er, books. 

 

But what's one more book on the pile? This past Tuesday, I saw that another book, written by 

Mark Jones, had been released. I have previously read his books Knowing Christ and God Is 

(among others), but this book has a slightly more provocative title: Knowing Sin. Now, why 

would anyone want to read a book about sin? And why would anyone want to "know sin"? 

Jones writes, “Other than knowing God, your greatest advocate, nothing else in this world is 

more important than knowing sin, your greatest enemy.” If we know our enemy -- its habits 

and tactics and strengths and weaknesses -- then we are better prepared to stand guard against 

our enemy. King David writes, “I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me” (Ps 

51:3). Knowing sin – and knowing our need for forgiveness – is an important concern. 

 

Sadly, there is little talk about sin in too many of our churches today. This does not mean we 

should have a morbid curiosity over sin or a secret delight in discussing sin -- far from it. 

Rather, we need to have a healthy understanding of the dangers of sin so that we better know 

the One who redeems us from sin, Jesus Christ. As Jones notes, “Few theological topics are 

as needed in the church today as the doctrine of sin ... . Christians should know that a proper 

understanding of grace requires a thorough grasp of sin. A distorted, weak view of sin will 

lead to a disfigured, anemic, and unproductive theology.” A poor attitude toward sin is likely 

a major reason so many churches are so weak in our day and so many Christians are not 

growing in their faith. 

 

Paul warns about the danger of sin in Romans 6:23: "For the wages of sin is death." Sin is 

deadly, sin kills, sin will destroy the soul. We must know the bitterness that sin will 

ultimately bring so that we will flee from it and embrace the One who died to take away our 

sins. Indeed, "the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord." Learn the bitterness of sin so that you will enjoy the superior sweetness of 

knowing Jesus Christ. 

 

Pastor Tim 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Christie Bridges 

 Emil-Grace Tia White 

9 Samantha Wells 

11 Cassie Cranford 

13 Sarah Huffman 

15 Gwen Goulder  

 Joe Anne Alsbrook 

19  Billy Pugh  

23 Anna Hugues 

24 Verlie Wells, IV 

26 Christi Huffman 

28 Robin Gravely 

 Mallory Glass 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Kenneth McCain – Health Issues   Jack McDivitt – Cancer 

Jerry Molder – Health Issues    Carolyn Murphy – Health Concerns 

Barbara Thomason – Health Issues   Ina Yarbro – Health Issues  

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

  Robert “Trip” Young III  

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 
February 23    Mr. and Mrs. John Yarbro 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for February 

is Keith Trotter.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 361-7785. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder. 

 

FOOD PANTRY: The Men’s Ministry has placed 

a “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) at the 

end of the church parking lot. Thanks to all who 

have helped stock it (including some in the 

community). Any donations can be placed in the 

box in the foyer.  

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? The session is considering offering 

an inquirer’s class during the Sunday school hour. 

This will be an informational class (no strings 

attached!). Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST: Men’s Ministry is 

hosting a pancake breakfast on Saturday, February 

26, at 8 a.m. County Executive Jeff Huffman will 

also be speaking at the event. There is no charge 

for the breakfast, but donations will be accepted 

and will be used to help support community 

ministries. Invite your friends and make plans to 

attend! 

 

SUBSCRIPTION: It’s time to renew subscriptions 

to the ARP Magazine. The cost is $16.50 for a one-

year subscription. If you have any questions, please 

see Margarette Alsbrook. 

 

CORRECTION: There was a calculation error in 

the 2022 church budget adopted by the 

congregation last December (a line item in the 

budget contained an incorrect formula within the 

budget spreadsheet). This affected the total amount 

of the year budget. That amount should be $131,376 

(instead of $132,420). If you have any questions, 

please see one of the deacons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for the church 

website, please contact webmaster Chris Gravley at 

674-3851 or e-mail at chris_gravley@bellsouth.net 

 

 



 

     Brighton ARP Church         
     April 

February 2021 
 


