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“Forgive Us” 

 

The old (sort of) song says that “It’s Hard to Say I’m Sorry,” but I beg to differ. We hear 

people say they are sorry all the time, even if they don’t really mean it. Saying “I’m sorry” 

can be sincere (and it is a good first step), but it can also be an easy way to escape 

responsibility or blame for wrong-doing. It can be easy to say “I’m sorry.” Saying “forgive 

me,” on the other hand, is a different matter. 

 

The fifth petition of the Lord’s Prayer is about asking for forgiveness: “Forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors” (Matthew 6:12). The mention of “debts” (rather than trespasses) is 

significant. A trespass is the crossing of a line (which we have done, Ephesians 1:7; 2:1), but 

our problem is much worse. “By ‘our debts,’ is meant our sins against God, whereby we are 

indebted unto his justice, which we can no otherwise satisfy than by undergoing eternal 

punishment” (Thomas Vincent). We cannot pay this debt back; our only hope is found in the 

abundant grace and forgiveness of God. David prays, “Be gracious to me, O God, according 

to Your lovingkindness; according to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my 

transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin” (Psalm 

51:1-2). As David prayed for such forgiveness, so must we. “If You, Lord, should mark 

iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with You” (Psalm 130:3-4). 

 

Jesus provides additional commentary to this petition at the end of the Lord’s Prayer, which 

sheds more light on what we should be praying. There is a vertical component to this petition 

(i.e., we ask forgiveness from God), but there is also a horizontal component (i.e., we must 

be willing to forgive others). “For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your 

heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will 

not forgive your transgressions” (Matthew 6:14-15). We must therefore be ready to forgive 

others. “If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. And if he sins 

against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ forgive 

him” (Luke 17:3-4). What a terrible thing it would be for us to be unwilling to forgive others 

and then to face the judgment of God. If this is the attitude of our own hearts toward others, 

then we should not expect forgiveness from God (see Matthew 18:23-35). 

 

The Shorter Catechism is helpful in instructing us how to pray this petition: “In the fifth 

petition (which is, And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors) we pray, That God, 

for Christ's sake, would freely pardon all our sins; which we are the rather encouraged to ask, 

because by his grace we are enabled from the heart to forgive others” (WSC Q. 105). Let us 

pray that we would have hearts that are more aware of our own sin, hearts that seek the 

forgiveness of God daily, and hearts that are forgiving toward others. When we confess our 

own sins, and when we forgive others, the gospel is on full display for others to see, and God 

is gloried in that. 

 

~ Pastor Tim 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 Brandon Smith 

 Keith Walker 

5 Betty Joe Owen 

6 Jean Molder 

7 Jeannie Scott 

12 Margarette Alsbrook 

14 Amy Trotter 

 Debbie Griffin 

16 Danny Goulder 

20 Terry Goulder 

21 Lilly Alsbrook 

23 Jennifer Nolen 

24 Leah Pugh 

29 Ronnie Bridges 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Meredith Cavin – Health Issues  Jack McDivitt – Cancer    

Jerry Molder – Health Issues   Carolyn Murphy – Praise for a good report!  

Verlie Wells III – Health Issues  Wink and Ina Yarbro – Health Issues 

Rachel Young – Praise for progress with ankle replacement ! 

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

  Robert “Trip” Young III  Catherine L. Young 

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

(none) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for December 

is Richard Moore.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 592-9074. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick and in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder. 

 

FOOD PANTRY: Any donations for the Men’s 

Ministry “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) 

can be placed in the box in the foyer, or they may 

be placed directly in the box located at the end of 

the church parking lot. Thanks to all who have 

helped stock it. 

>>>The pantry has been running low lately. 

Please considering dropping off items in time for 

the upcoming holiday season. <<< 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: The annual 

congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, 

December 4, after the morning worship service. 

 

SPECIAL SERVICE: Join us on Sunday evening, 

December 18, at 5 p.m. for a special Christmas 

candle lighting service. 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY: This year’s Christmas 

party will be on Wednesday, December 14, at 6 

p.m. The Wednesday night youth will be putting on 

a special program. Make plans to attend! 

 

AN OUTING FOR THE LADIES: Women’s 

Ministry will have its annual December luncheon 

on Saturday, December 10, at 11:30 a.m., at Sling 

Shot Charlie’s in Arlington. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 
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