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“Here Comes the Judge” 

 

A few weeks ago, I received a notice in the mail -- a summons for jury duty. It's not for local 

court, but federal district court in Memphis. I won't find out the extent of my service until I 

begin calling each evening. While I certainly don't mind serving on a jury (I have before, and 

I understand it is an honorable duty as a citizen), the overall uncertainty of the service, 

especially over the course of an already busy December, is a bit more than I would like. 

 

We find the language of juries, judges, and courtrooms throughout Scripture. When Paul is 

explaining the doctrine of justification by faith alone in the book of Romans, he uses 

language that is borrowed from the legal courts of his day. Justification is a legal declaration, 

essentially receiving a verdict of "not guilty." This verdict does not come from a jury, but 

from God Himself. He is the Righteous Judge who renders this verdict, not based on 

anything we have done, but on what the Lord Jesus Christ has done through His sinless life 

of obedience (i.e., His own perfect righteousness), and what He has accomplished through 

the purchase of this pardon on the cross, in which we find our guarantee in our Lord's 

resurrection. He "was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because 

of our justification" (Romans 4:25). This is summarized well for us in question 33 of the 

Westminster Shorter Catechism, which we would all do well to commit to memory: 

 

What is justification? Justification is an act of God's free grace, wherein he pardoneth 

all our sins, and accepteth us as righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of 

Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone. 

 

It is because of justification that we can lay claim to the promise of Romans 8:1: "Therefore 

there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus." Justification is the opposite 

of condemnation (see Romans 5:16, 18; Romans 8:33-34). It is by trusting in the Lord Jesus 

Christ and His atoning work that we have the promise of "no condemnation" (or "not guilty." 

 

Why is this important? God is spoken of in Scripture as a Righteous Judge (Psalm 7:11; 

96:13; 98:9; see also Luke 18:1-8)). He cannot simply excuse our sin, pretend as if it did not 

happen, or look the other way when it comes to our disobedience and wickedness. He is holy, 

and we would be justly condemned for even a single sin (and we are not guilty of merely a 

single sin). Our only hope is found in Jesus Christ. It is not that we are sin-free because of 

who we are or our own efforts. It is that Jesus Christ has gone before us and has paid the 

penalty for all who put their trust in Him. "In Him we have redemption through His blood, 

the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace" (Ephesians 1:7). God 

is the Righteous Judge, but He is also a Forgiving Father who has sent His Saving Son. And 

it is through Jesus Christ alone that the Judge declares us to be "not guilty." 

 

I recently came across a story in a commentary about the 17th century Scottish Presbyterian 

pastor Samuel Rutherford. Near the end of his life, Rutherford found himself on the wrong 

side of the British king for daring to suggest that the king was subject to the law of God. He 



was already close to death when he was summoned by Parliament on the charge of treason, 

where he would face execution. Rutherford replied: "Tell them I have got a summons already 

before a superior Judge and judicatory, and I behove to answer my first summons and ere 

your day come I will be where few kings and great folk come." We will all face this Judge 

one day, but if we are in Christ, we do not need to fear that day, but we shall rejoice in it. 

 

Pastor Tim 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 Brandon Smith 

 Keith Walker 

5 Betty Joe Owen 

6 Jean Molder 

7 Jeannie Scott 

12 Margarette Alsbrook 

14 Amy Trotter 

 Debbie Griffin 

16 Danny Goulder 

20 Terry Goulder 

21 Lilly Alsbrook 

23 Jennifer Nolen 

24 Leah Pugh 

29 Ronnie Bridges 
 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Kenneth McCain – Health Issues   Jack McDivitt – Cancer 

Jerry Molder – Health Issues    Barbara Thomason – Health Issues 

Ina Yarbro – Health Issues  

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

  Robert “Trip” Young III  

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

(none) 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for December 

is Richard Moore.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 592-9074. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder.  

 

FOOD PANTRY: The Men’s Ministry has placed 

a “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) at the 

end of the church parking lot. Thanks to all who 

have helped stock it (including some in the 

community). Any donations can be placed in the 

box in the foyer. Since we are entering the end of 

the year and holiday season, we are in extra need 

of donations!!! 

 

THANK YOU: Thanks to all who gave to Synod’s 

Thanksgiving Offering. A total of $290 was 

collected. 

 

THANK YOU AGAIN: Thanks to the adult 

Sunday School classes, who contributed $350 in 

gifts to Samaritan’s Purse’s “Gifts of Hope” project 

for Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: The annual 

congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, 

December 5, after the morning worship service. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH OUTREACH: 

We will resume our Wednesday night outreach for 

youth in the community on Wednesday, October 

20, beginning at 6 p.m. The theme for this year is 

“The Parables of Jesus.” On December 15, there 

will be a special children’s program. 

 

SPECIAL SERVICE: Join us on Sunday evening, 

December 19, at 5 p.m. for our special Christmas 

service. There will be carols, Scripture reading, 

and candle lighting. Make plans to attend! 

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES: All ladies are 

welcome to join Women’s Ministries for supper at 

The Bald Butcher on Thursday, December 9, at 5:30 

p.m. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? The session is considering offering 

an inquirer’s class during the Sunday school hour. 

This will be an informational class (no strings 

attached!). Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for the church 

website, please contact webmaster Chris Gravley at 

674-3851 or e-mail at chris_gravley@bellsouth.net 

 

 



 

     Brighton ARP Church         
     April 

December 2021 
 


