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“The Misery of Quarantine” 

 

When I originally sat down to write this article, I was under a self-imposed quarantine for 

exposure to COVID-19. Our family was isolating ourselves from contact with others. It 

meant several inconveniences, such as cancelled meetings, doctor appointments, and no trips 

to the local gym. It even meant a Sunday worship service had to be virtual after it was 

discovered that there may have been another potential exposure within the congregation. 

 

This time of quarantine was not fun. In fact, it was pretty miserable. For all the talk months 

ago about lockdowns and quarantines being "the new normal," they are anything but normal. 

And quarantines serve as a metaphor to describe an unhealthy relationship with God. 

 

Take our natural status before God. As sons and daughters of Adam, our natural federal head, 

we are born sinners before God. We have inherited Adam's guilt and a sin nature whereby we 

are natural born enemies of God (see Rom 5:12ff). We are born dead in trespasses and sins 

and are by natural children of wrath (Eph 2:1-3). To Gentiles believers in the city of Ephesus, 

Paul writes, "remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the 

commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world" (Eph 2:12). That is what it is like to be in the ultimate quarantine 

and isolation situation. It is to be cut off, not from the world, but from God. It is to be on the 

outside looking in, with no hope of such a lockdown situation ever ending, at least through 

our own efforts and means. If we think COVID-19 is relentless and to be feared, what should 

we think about the wages of our sin? Here is a condition we all have, which no mask or 

handwashing can make go away, for which there is no manmade vaccine, and which will 

keep us permanently isolated from the presence of God. 

 

What is the only hope we have in this world? It is God Himself. "But God, being rich in 

mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our 

transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)" (Eph 2:4-

5). Our only hope for this eternal quarantine is the love, mercy, and grace of God. And this 

love, mercy, and grace is found only in the gospel of Jesus Christ. "But now in Christ Jesus 

you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ" (Ephesians 

2:13). The only way we can be freed from the misery and hopeless of our separation with 

God is by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. He must be all our refuge and all our righteousness. 

 

When I was a junior in college, just beginning to have my eyes opened to the truth of the 

gospel, I remember one of the campus Christian organizations, Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes, had t-shirts printed with the words of 1 John 5:11-12 on them: "And the testimony 

is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has 

the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life." If we have the Son, we 

have this promised life; if we do have the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, we remain separate 



from God, and we will face something far worse than quarantines and lockdowns, for we will 

face His eternal judgment. 

 

Quarantine is pretty miserable, but if we are believers in Jesus Christ, we are able, through 

Him, to lay claim to all the privileges and promises of God which are found in the gospel. 

These are more valuable to us than anything else. Let us stop acting like we are quarantine 

victims, and act like we Christians who cherish the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ more 

than anything else in this world. 

Pastor Tim 

A longer version of this article recently appeared on the Seven82 blog 

(http://seventeen82.blogspot.com/2020/11/the-misery-of-quarantine-tim-phillips.html) 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 Brandon Smith 

 Keith Walker 

5 Betty Joe Owen 

6 Jean Molder 

7 Jeannie Scott 

12 Margarette Alsbrook 

14 Amy Trotter 

 Debbie Griffin 

16 Danny Goulder 

20 Terry Goulder 

21 Lilly Alsbrook 

23 Jennifer Nolen 

24 Leah Pugh 

29 Ronnie Bridges 

 
 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Joy Hill – Recovering from Broken Hip  Betty Gladney – Health Issues 

Kay Hernandez – Health Concerns   Zoan Landrum –Nursing Home 

Kenneth McCain – Health Issues   Jack McDivitt – Cancer   

Jerry Molder – Health Issues    Jerry “Bubba” Owen – Health Issues 

Barbara Thomason – Health Issues   Ina Yarbro – Health Issues 

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

Debra Hill  Robert “Trip” Young III  

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

 

Pray that the Lord would revive His church once again. 

Prayer List 
 

    



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for December 

is Kenneth Boswell.  If you have any requests for 

the deacons, please contact him at 837-2261. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder.  

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: It’s time again to renew 

subscriptions to the ARP Magazine. A one-year 

subscription is still only $16.50. 

 

FOOD PANTRY: The Men’s Ministry has placed 

a “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) at the 

end of the church parking lot. Thanks to all who 

have helped stock it (including some in the 

community. Any donations can be placed in the box 

in the foyer. 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: The annual 

congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, 

December 6, after the morning worship service. 

 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SERVICE: Because of 

COVID precautions, we are not having a 

Christmas cantata and candlelight service this year. 

However, we are having a special service on the 

evening of December 20, beginning at 5 p.m. This 

will be a time of singing Christmas hymns, reading 

of Scripture, and the pastor plans to preach a brief 

sermon on the Incarnation. Make plans to join us!!! 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? The session is considering offering 

an inquirer’s class during the Sunday school hour. 

This will be an informational class (with no strings 

attached!). Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for the church 

website, please contact webmaster Chris Gravley at 

674-3851 or e-mail at chris_gravley@bellsouth.net 

 

 



 

     Brighton ARP Church         
     April 

December 2020 
 


