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“We Don’t Need Another Hero” 

 

When I was a kid, I read quite a few comic books. I preferred Marvel to DC (the X-Men and 

Spider-Man were favorites, but I also liked Superman and Batman), and I have been pleased 

to see those comics get successfully transferred to the movie screen over the last 20 years or 

so. As do most kids, my three girls enjoy pretending to be superheroes. I even made up 

characters for each of them: G-Force, E-lectricity, and Ruthless. I guess you’re never too old 

to have a little fun with heroes. 

 

While Clark Kent, Peter Parker, and Bruce Wayne are not real people, King David was. And 

make no mistake about it -- David was a hero for the nation of Israel. David stood against the 

Philistine Goliath (1 Samuel 17). Songs were sung of David's heroism (1 Samuel 18:7). 

David officially became king at age 30 and ruled over Israel for 40 years (2 Samuel 5:4). One 

would be hard-pressed to find a more beloved king in ancient Israel. 

 

Yet this is not the whole picture. David is not really the hero of the Goliath story -- God is. 

David was only able to have success in battle and ascend to the throne of Israel because of 

God. "You will shepherd My people Israel, and you will be a ruler over Israel," the Lord tells 

David (2 Samuel 5:2). The story of the life of David is meant to bring glory to God rather 

than the man. 

 

For all his successes, David also had his failures -- MASSIVE failures. None stands out as 

much as his adultery with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband Uriah (see 2 Samuel 11, 

the ultimate government coverup). While these actions (at least the first) might barely raise 

an eyebrow with national politicians in our modern day, it brought great scandal and shame 

to the nation of Israel. The king of Israel was not to behave like this. Yet David did exactly 

that. 

 

As we've been going through Psalm 51 this summer, we have seen David's response when 

confronted with his sin. While he may have given us a poor example as king, David gives us 

a great example as a repentant sinner. He pleads for God's mercy, confesses his sin, praises 

God for forgiveness, and strives to tell others the wondrous news of the God of his salvation. 

Still, we need more than an example for us. We don't need a hero. We need a Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ. He is the promised Son of David and the promised King who reigns 

forever (Matthew 1:1; 28:18). He is the only One who can forgive us of our own massive 

failures (i.e., sin). He does so not by simply being an example for us, but by laying down His 

life for us and being the perfect sacrifice for sin. 

 

After Hebrews 11 spends an entire chapter mentioning many of the Old Testament heroes of 

the faith (including David!), Hebrews 12 begins with these words: "Therefore, since we have 

so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the 

sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 

fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him 



endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 

God." Just as the Old Testament saints looked forward to the promised Messiah who was to 

come, we look to the Messiah who has come, Jesus Christ, and have our eyes firmly fixed on 

Him. He is not just our hero. He is our King and our Savior. 

 

Pastor Tim 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

2 Damon Morgan 

3 Casey Hill 

 Jonathan Hill 

 Tim Phillips 

4 Jennifer Goulder 

9 Lee Ann Smith 

 Sandy Herring 

10 Debbie Walker 

McKenzie Huffman 

11 Ginger Carter 

12 David Templeton 

14 Kenneth McCain 

22 Vickie Hugues 

26 Joseph Smith 

27 Cynthia Gibson 

28 Nick Goulder 

30 Judy Huffman 

 Anna Phillips 
 
 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Zoan Landrum –Nursing Home   Kenneth McCain – Health Issues  

Jack McDivitt – Cancer    Jerry Molder – Health Issues  

Barbara Thomason – Health Issues   Michael Wells – Cancer   

Ina Yarbro – Health Issues  

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

Debra Hill  Robert “Trip” Young III  

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 
August 18    Mr. and Mrs. David Templeton 
August 30    Mr. and Mrs. Joe Sides 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for August is 

Keith Trotter.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 361-7785. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder.  

 

FOOD PANTRY: The Men’s Ministry has placed 

a “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) at the 

end of the church parking lot. Thanks to all who 

have helped stock it (including some in the 

community). Any donations can be placed in the 

box in the foyer. Items with protein (such as canned 

meats, soups, etc.) are especially needed right now. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? The session is considering offering 

an inquirer’s class during the Sunday school hour. 

This will be an informational class (no strings 

attached!). Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S SUPPER: We will celebrate the 

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on August 29 

during the morning worship service. 

 

ARP WOMEN’S MINISTRIES: There are a 

limited number of copies of the 2022 calendar 

featuring a different church or denominational 

ministry for each month of the year.  This was 

produced by the Board of ARP Women's 

Ministries to help fund necessary repairs to 

Synodical Hall at Bonclarken.  The cost is $15 per 

calendar; checks may be made out to ARPWM. 

Contact Susan Cavin if you are interested (476-

9315), or see Anna Phillips for a copy. 

 

FAMILY NIGHT: Our next family night will be 

held on Wednesday, August 25, at 6 p.m. 

 

WORKERS’ COUNCIL: The next meeting of 

the Workers’ Council is scheduled for Wednesday, 

August 4, at 7 p.m. 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT 

DEVOTIONALS: Because of concerns over the 

theological, political, and social direction of the 

current Upper Room devotionals, the Session has 

decided to phase out those devotionals over the 

next few months. Two other devotionals will be 

provided in their place (Table Talk and Our Daily 

Bread). Copies of the new devotions should be 

available in the next few weeks. If you have 

questions, please speak with the pastor or one of 

the elders. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for the church 

website, please contact webmaster Chris Gravley at 

674-3851 or e-mail at chris_gravley@bellsouth.net 

 

 



 

     Brighton ARP Church         
     April 

August 2021 
 


