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“First Things First” 

 

We all have our priorities in life. There are various things that we make sure we do before all 

others. I know that when I get up in the morning, there is a set routine that I usually follow, 

which includes a cup of coffee, a bite of breakfast, and my daily Bible reading. Sometimes, if 

I get up early enough, I will even head to the gym for an early workout. And, of course, 

prayer should be an early part of every day (and hopefully not just in the morning). 

 

Speaking of prayer, there is an order to the various petitions found in the Lord’s Prayer. The 

Lord’s Prayer, of course, begins with a preface or introduction, where God is being 

addressed: “Our Father, who art in heaven.” It then proceeds to a list of petitions. And that 

first petition is immensely important -- it is so important that we dare not overlook it. 

 

The first petition to the Lord’s Prayer is simple enough: “Hallowed be Thy name.” Hallowed 

is another word for something being made holy, and “holy” means to be “set apart” (that is, 

set apart from a common or ordinary use to a special or sacred use). God's name is not to be 

used lightly or irreverently by us. Rather, when we speak about God, we should do so in a 

way that glorifies and honors Him. 

 

Question 101 of the Westminster Shorter Catechism says that when we pray this, we pray  

“that God would enable us and others to glorify him in all that whereby he maketh himself 

known, and that he would dispose all things to his own glory.” When we pray this petition, 

we are asking that God would be glorified as He makes Himself known in the world. James 

Fisher (Ebenezer Erskine’s son-in-law) says that in this we are praying “that He would be 

pleased daily to demonstrate it more and more to the world, to be what it really is, most holy 

and most glorious, so as to excite that adoration and esteem which is due to Him: for, says 

He, ‘I will be sanctified in them that come nigh to me, and before all the people will I be 

glorified,’ Lev. 10:3.” Thomas Watson writes, "In this petition, we pray that God's name may 

shine forth gloriously, and that it may be honoured and sanctified by us, in the whole course 

and tenor of our lives." All Christians should therefore pray (and pray daily!) that's God's 

name (and therefore God Himself) should be set apart in such a way. 

 

Our desire, though, should not only be for God's name to be treated as holy by Christians. 

We live in a world that often treats God's name irreverently. The name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ is often used as a curse word by many. These things should not be. The Third 

Commandment teaches us not to treat the name of God in a vain, meaningless, or empty way, 

for “the Lord will not hold him guiltless who taketh His name in vain” (Exodus 20:7). We 

should pray in such a way that the world comes to know and understand who God is and how 

He is to be honored and glorified. In the first petition of the Lord's Prayer, we are asking that 

this very thing would happen. 

 

At the end of Romans 11, after reflecting on the immeasurable wisdom and knowledge and 

just ways of God, the Apostle Paul writes, “For from Him and through Him and to Him are 



all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.” That comes across as a prayer from the 

Apostle, that all things would be to the glory of God forever. He even adds his “Amen” to it. 

Let us add our amen as well, and let this petition be a part of our prayers. May praying for the 

holiness of God (both that His name would be hallowed, and that we would be a holy people) 

be among our priorities of putting first things first. 

 

~ Pastor Tim 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS 
 

2 Damon Morgan 

3 Casey Hill 

 Jonathan Hill 

 Tim Phillips 

4 Jennifer Goulder 

9 Lee Ann Smith 

 Sandy Herring 

10 Debbie Walker 

McKenzie Huffman 

11 Ginger Carter 

12 David Templeton 

22 Vickie Hugues 

26 Joseph Smith 

27 Cynthia Gibson 

28 Nick Goulder 

30 Judy Huffman 

 Anna Phillips 

  

 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Meredith Cavin – Health Issues  Jack McDivitt – Cancer    

Jerry Molder – Health Issues   Carolyn Murphy – Praise for a good report!  

Verlie Wells III – Health Issues  Ina Yarbro – Health Issues 

Rachel Young – Ankle Replacement  

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

  Robert “Trip” Young III  Catherine L. Young 

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 

August 30    Mr. and Mrs. Joe Sides 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for August is 

Keith Trotter.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 361-7785. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick and in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder. 

 

FOOD PANTRY: Any donations for the Men’s 

Ministry “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) 

can be placed in the box in the foyer, or they may 

be placed directly in the box located at the end of 

the church parking lot. Thanks to all who have 

helped stock it. Needed: canned meats/protein 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSALM SING: We will be returning to our 

evening worship service on August 7, but with a 

special Psalm-singing service. It begins at 5 p.m., 

with refreshments in the fellowship hall to follow. 

Please make plans to join us! 

 

WORKERS’ COUNCIL: The Worker’s Council 

will meet on Wednesday, August 10, at 6:30 p.m. 

This meeting will be for planning Wednesday 

night activities beginning in September. Anyone 

who can help (and we always need volunteers!) 

please make plans to attend. 

 

THANK YOU: Lester Hayes, the Gideon who 

spoke at the recent Family Night dinner, would 

like to express his thanks to the Brighton ARP 

Church. A total of $190 was collected as a 

donation, enough to provide 136 individual 

Testaments or 38 Bibles with the potential to reach 

76,000 individuals. 

 

FAMILY NIGHT: Family Night for the month of 

August will be on Wednesday, August 24, at 6 p.m. 

Bring a covered dish and join us! 
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