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“Hosanna!” 

 
[The following article was written by Rev. Andy Webb, Pastor of Providence Church (ARP) in 

Fayetteville, NC] 

 

The triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem is commemorated in churches that follow the 

man-made liturgical calendar (and increasingly in churches that say they don't) with what is 

referred to in the church calendar as “Palm Sunday.” I remember in the Catholic school I 

attended as a child we made little palm crosses, and then later those palm crosses were 

burned and the ashes used for Ash Wednesday. 

 

As Andreas Kostenberger, rightly points out, “The popular observance of Jesus’ triumphal 

entry on “Palm Sunday” does not adequately recognize that the crowds waving of palm 

branches, rather than being based on a true understanding of Jesus, was in fact based on a 

misconception of Jesus’ identity. Hence it would be more proper to mourn people’s 

inadequate notion of the Messiah at the present occasion than to perpetrate such a 

misunderstanding by focusing on the externals of the event. Ironically, this kind of 

observance of Palm Sunday risks placing contemporary believers on par with the original 

Jerusalem crowd.” [Andreas Kostenberger, Commentary on John, p. 368] 

 

The crowd’s reaction shows us how it is very possible for men to appear to come to Christ, to 

be enthusiastic about him, even to use all sorts of good language, and yet not to come to Him 

for the right reasons or really understand who Jesus is. John tells near the end of the same 

chapter, “But although He had done so many signs before them, they did not believe in 

Him.” (John 12:37) 

 

The Palm Sunday crowd had an excited and frothy experience – “Woohoo! Jesus is here to 

give me what I want, he’s come to fulfill my agenda!” In the crowd's case, it was kicking the 

Romans out and restoring our nation. ... But when Jesus didn’t give them what they wanted, 

they ended up turning on him and then falling prey to the hucksters who told them they could 

fulfill their agenda. The same thing often happens today when Jesus fails to fulfill the 

agendas of modern people. 

 

Jesus didn’t come to fulfill the desires of the crowd then or the crowd today. He also did not 

come as so many other false Messiahs had to start a rebellion against the Romans. Jesus had 

come not to start a rebellion of the Jews against their Roman Emperor. He came to put an end 

to the rebellion that had started long ago when man had rebelled against his Creator in the 

garden and brought himself under His wrath and curse, and the only way Jesus could do that 

was by bearing the punishment of His sheep Himself and dying in their place on the cross. 

 

Jesus came to Jerusalem not to fulfill men's agendas, He came to die for our sins and set us 

free from the curse of the Law. John tells us that he didn't record the events of the week of 

the crucifixion so we could create wrongheaded traditions requiring palm leaves, ashes, 



pancakes, or fasting. John told us exactly why he left that record of the events he witnessed: 

"But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

believing you may have life in His name." (John 20:31) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

APRIL  BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Haley Alsbrook 

2 Linda Huffman 

14 Lisa Smith  

21 Sherrie Wells 

 Zane Hill, Jr. 

23 Jordan Goulder 

29 Allison Kate Scott 

30 Ashley Goulder   

 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Meredith Cavin – Health Issues 

Jack McDivitt – Cancer   Jerry Molder – Health Issues   

Carolyn Murphy – Health Concerns  Ina Yarbro – Health Issues  

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

  Robert “Trip” Young III  

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
 

(None) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for April is 

Verlie Wells, IV.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 326-7545. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder. 

 

FOOD PANTRY: Any donations for the Men’s 

Ministry “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) 

can be placed in the box in the foyer, or they may 

be placed directly in the box located at the end of 

the church parking lot. Thanks to all who have 

helped stock it.  

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? The session is considering offering 

an inquirer’s class during the Sunday school hour. 

This will be an informational class (no strings 

attached!). Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS: The following special 

activities and services are scheduled for April: 

 

• April 14, 7 pm – Maundy Thursday 

• April 17, 7 am – Sunrise Service 

• April 17, 8 am – Men’s Ministry Breakfast 

 

[Sunday School and Morning Worship at the 

regular times, no evening service on April 17]  

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT: Join us on Wednesday 

nights at 6 p.m. for Supper at Six and at 6:30 p.m. 

for Bible study. 

 

SPECIAL OFFERING: Synod’s annual Easter 

offering will be collected on April 17 during the 

morning worship service. 

 

THANKS: Thanks to everyone who contributed to 

the special offering for Synod’s Retirement Benefit 

plan for retired ministers. A total of $480 was 

raised. 

 

THANKS AGAIN: Thanks to everyone who 

helped on the church workday. 

 

COMING IN MAY: Men’s Ministry will be 

having a fish fry on Saturday, May 14, at 5 p.m. 

More details will be coming in next month’s 

Brighton Light. 
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