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“Utter Foolishness” 

 

April 1 has now come and gone. Did you fall for any good April Fools’ Day pranks? It seems 

like a peculiar day to celebrate, certainly, but it has apparently been around for centuries. It’s 

even celebrated as a public holiday in the city of Odessa, Ukraine. And that’s no joke. 

 

The Bible has a lot to say about fools. The book of Proverbs warns about the difference 

between pursing wisdom and foolishness. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Proverbs 1:7). Foolishness is often 

connected with sin and unbelief. “Doing wickedness is like sport to a fool” (Proverbs 10:23). 

“The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God’” (Psalm 14:1). Jesus warns against calling 

fellow believers “fools” (Matthew 5:22). But at the same time (and even in the same general 

context), Jesus refers to those who do not follow His words as “foolish” (Matthew 7:26). 

Jesus also tells a parable about a rich man whom God declares to be a fool (Luke 12:16-21). 

Jesus also calls the Pharisees “fools” (Matthew 23:17). He even chastises His followers, who 

were slow to believe the promises of the Old Testament, calling them “fools” (Luke 24:25). 

 

In truth, no one really wants to be called a fool. While April Fools’ Day is largely a matter of 

innocent and good-natured fun, intentionally calling someone a fool (at least in the biblical 

sense of the word) is a rather serious matter. A fool is someone who does not have any use 

for the word of God. A fool is someone who loves to sin. A fool is someone who may claim 

to know God, but lives in way that indicates he really does not believe in God. The fool may 

even reject God in favor of idolatry (Romans 1:21-23). Unless he turns from his foolishness, 

the end of the fool will be utter ruin. 

 

It is folly not to follow the word of God. It is folly to worship something (anything!) other 

than the true and living God. It is folly not to put our trust in the promised Savior, Jesus 

Christ. The truth is that a great many people, even those who would claim to be Christian, 

have fallen in love with this world (its riches, its pleasures, its so-called wisdom) and have no 

time for the things of God. And that is foolishness. 

 

But there is a different way to be foolish – a good way to be foolish. If we wish to live our 

lives in devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ, the world will call that foolishness. Paul writes in 1 

Corinthians 1:18-25: 

For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 

wise And the cleverness of the clever I will set aside.” Where is the wise man? Where 

is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom 

of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not 



come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message 

preached to save those who believe. For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search 

for wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles 

foolishness, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 

of God and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 

and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

 

The world may ridicule Christians. It may mock you and call you foolish if you say you are a 

believer in Jesus Christ and trust the promises of God’s word. Why should that bother you? 

Is not Lord Jesus more precious than all the riches of this world? In Him are hidden all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Colossians 2:3). Don’t be ashamed to be called a fool, 

as long as it is the right kind of fool. Let us be fools for Christ (1 Corinthians 4:10). 

 

Pastor Tim 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

   

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Haley Alsbrook 

2 Linda Huffman 

14 Lisa Smith  

21 Sherrie Wells 

 Zane Hill, Jr. 

23 Jordan Goulder 

29 Allison Kate Scott 

30 Ashley Goulder 

Shut-ins:  Martha Jean Goulder 

       

Ill/Recovering:   

Ricky Boswell – Heath Issues   Joy Hill – Recovery from hip surgery! 

Betty Gladney – Health Issues   Kay Hernandez – Health Concerns  

Zoan Landrum –Nursing Home   Kenneth McCain – Health Issues  

Jack McDivitt – Cancer    Jerry Molder – Health Issues   

Jerry “Bubba” Owen – Health Issues   Barbara Thomason – Health Issues  

Ina Yarbro – Health Issues    Rachel Young – Broken Ankle 

 

Military: Tim Donahoo  Rod Dooley  Matthew Heathman 

Debra Hill  Robert “Trip” Young III  

 

Missionaries: Jim & Gala Coad      Rebekah Carson 

 

 

 

Prayer List 
 

    

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

 
(none) 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE DEACON OF THE MONTH for April is 

Kenneth Boswell.  If you have any requests for the 

deacons, please contact him at 837-2261. 

 

PRAYER/VISITATION: If anyone is sick, in 

need of prayer or a visit, please contact Milton 

Murphy at 901-476-2808. 
 

OUTREACH: If you would like to participate in 

outreach or know of someone who needs a visit, 

please contact Milton Murphy.   

 

PRAYER GROUPS: If you are interested in being 

a part of one of these groups, please contact Milton 

Murphy. Also, if you would like to be a part of a 

prayer text group, please contact Jean Molder.  

 

FOOD PANTRY: The Men’s Ministry has placed 

a “Blessing Box” (community food pantry) at the 

end of the church parking lot. Thanks to all who 

have helped stock it (including some in the 

community). Any donations can be placed in the 

box in the foyer. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Interested in church 

membership? Want to know more about the ARP 

denomination? The session is considering offering 

an inquirer’s class during the Sunday school hour. 

This will be an informational class (no strings 

attached!). Please let the pastor know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

MEMPHIS APOLOGETICS GROUP: The 

Memphis Apologetics Group will be meeting at 

Brighton ARP Church on Friday, April 30, at 7 pm. 

Rev. Kent Moorlach will be presenting the topic: 

“Christian Morality in a Secular World.” Be sure to 

come out and be a part of this event! 

WORKDAY: There will be a church workday on 

Saturday, April 17, beginning at 8 a.m. Any help 

will be appreciated! 

MISSIONS: Rev. Heiko Burklin. Currently with 

World Witness, will be speaking at Providence 

Reformed Church on the weekend of April 17 and 

18. Since we will not have an evening service on 

April 18, you are encouraged to attend the evening 

service, which begins at 6 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for the church 

website, please contact webmaster Chris Gravley at 

674-3851 or e-mail at chris_gravley@bellsouth.net 
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